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MR. LEWIS:  Thank you, Judge. 

Mr. Finch calls Jack Prescott, please. 

(Mr. Prescott entered the courtroom.)  4 THE 

COURT:  Sir, watch your step, please. 

5 THE WITNESS:  Oh, excuse me.  I'm sorry. 

6 THE COURT:  No worries.  If you'll remain standing and 

7 raise your right hand, sir, my courtroom deputy is 

going swear  8 you in. 

9 JACK BRINKLEY PRESCOTT, SR., DEFENSE WITNESS, DULY SWORN  

10 THE COURTROOM DEPUTY:  Please state your name and 11 spell 

your last name for the record. 

12 THE WITNESS:  Jack Brinkley Prescott, Sr. 

13 And what? 

14 THE COURTROOM DEPUTY:  Spell your last name, please. 

15 THE WITNESS:  P-r-e-s-c-o-t-t. 

16 THE COURTROOM DEPUTY:  Thank you. 
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17 THE COURT:  Please take your seat, sir. 18 If 

you'll pull on those black strips with the red 

19 lights, those are the mics so that we are able to 

hear you. 

20 THE WITNESS:  Okay. 

21 THE COURT:  That's perfect. 

Mr. Lewis, you may proceed. 

MR. LEWIS:  May it please the Court. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION  

 

BY MR. LEWIS:   

Q. Mr. Prescott, good morning, sir. 

4 A. Good morning. 

5 Q. I believe you drove over this morning? 

6 A. Yes. 

7 Q. I appreciate that. 
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8 Tell the jurors a little bit about who you are and your  9 

background. 

10 A. Okay.  I'm going to give you some bullet points, and I'm 

11 not going to embellish on anything I say to try to keep from 

12 boring you to death. 

13 I was born in North Carolina.  I'm 80 years old. 

14 I'm an Eagle Scout, Bronze Palm, Order of the Arrow 15 

Brotherhood.  That used to mean something to a lot of 

people, 16 and it did and does to me. 

17 I was valedictorian of my high school graduating class. 

18 I attended North Carolina State University on a 

scholarship 

19 from the Pulp and Paper Foundation.  I played freshman 

20 basketball at North Carolina State.  I graduated with a 

degree 

21 in pulp and paper technology, and I was in the industry 

for 42 years. 
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I had to retire when I had colon cancer some 18 years ago, 

which I was fortunate enough to make it through. 

I was in the paper industry for 42 years, at International 

Paper Company in Georgetown, South Carolina; Texarkana, Texas, 

and; Panama City, Florida. 

I started out as a process engineer.  Basically, pulp and 

 4 paper technology is a specialized chemical engineering degree.  5 

And I became general manager of the Panama City mill in 1988. 

6 So I was there for -- what -- 16 years, had 650 employees.  We 

7 made 600,000 tons of product a year, liner board that goes into 

8 corrugated boxes and pulp that goes into Pampers diapers and 

9 everything you can think of.  In fact, we made the pulp that 

the 

10 Pope's paper is made out of in Germany.  Had 650 employees and 

11 the cost of running that operation was over half a million 12 

dollars a day, so it was a pretty significant thing. 

13 My involvement in Panama City, I was on the Gulf Coast 
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14 Hospital board for 13 years.  I was chairman of that 

twice.  I 

15 was on the Gulf Coast Community College advisory board.  I 

was 

16 on the Bay County Chamber of Commerce board, and I was 

also 17 involved in the Military Affairs Committee.  I was 

on AmSouth 18 Bank board and Vision Bank board for 

probably 15 years at least. 

19 And I was on the United Way Board. 

20 I've been on jury duty.  I was foreman of a jury involved 

21 in a rape case.  I was involved in an age discrimination 

lawsuit in federal court probably around 1985 or '86, and 

I was the primary respondent in that deal.  We were 

adjudicated not guilty.  In fact, if I would go to the 

pearly gates and my mother was there, if she thought I had 

done what they accused me 

of, they would have never let me in. 
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I've been married to a beautiful lady.  She was afraid to 

come in because she's afraid I'd get put in jail for what I 

4 might say. 

5 Q. Well, I just -- 

6 A. But I've always been one to say what I thought.  I've been  7 

married to her for 59 years, and she hasn't divorced me yet. 

8 Q. All right.  God bless you. 

9 A. Let me say that these are my opinions. 

10 THE COURT:  Hold on one second, sir.   

11 Mr. Lewis is going to ask you a question. 

12 MR. LEWIS:  If I could just jump in a little bit.  I 

13 don't mind you talking, but I'm a lawyer, so I've 

got to ask you 14 questions. 

15 THE WITNESS:  Okay. 

16 BY MR. LEWIS:   
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17 Q. All right.  It sounds like you've stayed very, 

very active 18 in public policy and civic duties in 

Bay County; is that right? 

19 A. Correct. 

20 Q. Other boards and other organizations that you've tried to 

21 keep up with since you've been in Bay County.  You've described 

a number of them. 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And during that time have you had the opportunity to meet 

and spend time with James Finch? 

A. Absolutely. 

Q. When did that first come about, Mr. Prescott, please? 

A. I moved to Bay County in 1974, and I've known James at 

4 least 4 years. 

5 Q. Four or forty? 

6 A. Forty. 
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7 Q. Forty? 

8 A. Forty years. 

9 Q. How did you meet him? 

10 A. I guess it was in social contacts and gatherings of people 11 

in Bay County.  There's a couple of men's group, you know.  In a 

12 small community like that, everybody knows everybody else. 

13 Q. Do you remember when -- about when you met him? 

14 A. I would say 1979 or '80. 

15 Q. What was he doing at the time, do you recall? 

16 A. He was -- I believe he was working in construction.  I 

17 believe that he was -- the one major project I thought he was 

18 involved in was the construction of the facility -- the 

stadium 19 over there in Jacksonville. 

20 And after that was when he went out on his own because he 

21 says I can do this myself.  He was working for other 

people.  He grew up operating equipment, cranes, and 
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things like that.  He knows what he's doing.  He's been 

there.  He's done that.  And he's probably one of the most 

intelligent people I've ever met. Q. Now, you know that he 

didn't go to college. 

A. He didn't go to college, but he is street smart beyond 

anybody I know. 

Q. Okay.  Did you and Mr. Finch, after meeting initially that 

4 40 years ago, begin a relationship, a friendship? 

5 A. Yes. 

6 Q. Tell the jurors about that. 

7 A. Well, you know, I was constantly in contact in social 

8 environments and things like that.  And he came to our house at 

9 Christmas gatherings that we had, and we just socialized 10 

together just like normal people in a very small community do. 

11 Q. Did your bond grow over the years? 

12 A. Absolutely. 
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13 Q. Tell the jurors about that, please. 

14 A. James built his business from scratch.  He -- he's street 

15 smart.  He's intelligent.  He makes things happen.  There's 

16 three kinds of people in this world:  People that make things 

17 happen, people that watch things happen, and people that wonder 

18 what happened.  And James is one that makes things happen.  

And 

19 to have that man charged with what he's charged -- 

20 THE COURT:  Sir, sir. 

21 MR. LEWIS:  Let me -- 

THE COURT:  Counsel, you need to ask questions. 

MR. LEWIS:  Yes.  Let me jump in there. 

THE WITNESS:  Well, like my wife said, I'm trying -- 

THE COURT:  Sir, hold on, please.  Wait.  I'm being 

respectful, but you've got to follow my rules.  Mr. Lewis is 

going to ask the questions. 
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MR. LEWIS:  Yes.  Let me ask some questions. 

4 BY MR. LEWIS:   

5 Q. Did you or the head -- you were still running the paper  6 

mill through this whole time; correct? 

7 A. Yes. 

8 Q. And you continued to have -- 

9 MR. LEWIS:  Permission to lead just a little bit? 

10 THE COURT:  Certainly. 

11 MR. LEWIS:  Thank you. 

12 BY MR. LEWIS:   

13 Q. You continued to have personal and professional 

interaction 14 with Mr. Finch? 

15 A. Yes. 

16 Q. Tell the jury a little bit about the professional 

17 interaction -- 
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18 A. Okay. 

19 Q. -- that you can testify about. 

20 A. The paper mill in Panama City funded the waste treatment 

21 facility -- secondary waste treatment facility, which was built 

on Military Point, but actually owned by Bay County.  The paper 

mill paid probably around 90 percent of the bill for operating 

that facility, and James had to contract to operate that 

facility and maintenance of the facility over the long haul. 

Q. And did you get a chance to watch, observe how that contract 

occurred, how it was fulfilled, whether he did a good job, a 

bad job? 

4 A. Absolutely. 

5 Q. Tell us what you mean by that. 

6 A. Well, the county has -- okay.  You go from the waste -- I 
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7 mean, the water production facility at Deer Point Lake through  

8 the paper mill, all the way over to the county, and then it 

ends  9 up in the secondary waste treatment facility. 

10 There are a lot of things that were not being done 

11 correctly that could have been corrected.  I assembled the 

12 players.  The county, the mill people, and James came to 

the 

13 meetings at the mill, and we listed everything that 

happened 

14 that was going wrong.  We did thermal imaging on all our 

15 electric centers.  We did vibration analysis.  And any 

problem 

16 that was cropping up, we fixed it where it wasn't 

happening 17 anymore.  And James was a participant in that 

deal. 18 Q. In what way did he actually participate, 

either 19 professionally or personally? 
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20 A. Well, James knows how things need to be done, and he was a 21 

very -- he was a contributor to the correction of those issues. Q. In 

other words, would he participate in the meetings, listen, provide 

opinion, guidance, direction, advice?  Is that what you're saying? A. 

Correct. 

Q. Okay. 

But he wasn't -- was he involved in the actual 

construction in any way or the work? 

4 A. Nothing at the paper mill. 

5 Q. Okay. 

6 A. Nothing at the paper mill. 

7 Q. Did you have any interaction with him on a construction  8 

project either professionally or personally? 

9 A. No. 

10 Q. Okay. 

11 Did the boards that you worked on or the civic 
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12 organizations that you participated in, did you become -13 

through that process become aware of Mr. Finch, Phoenix 14 

Construction, quality of their work, things like that? 

15 A. Yes. 

16 Q. And what did you see, observe as a result of that? 

17 A. James -- the reason he's been so successful is he has a 

18 sense of urgency.  I've told him that several times.  And that 

19 is, he gets a job, and he figures out how to do it most 

20 efficiently and the fastest way and gets it done in way shorter 

21 time than he's been allowed to do it.  He built the airport 

in Panama City, this new one, and he just made it happen.  You 

know --  

Q. Sorry to interrupt you.  Forgive me, please. 

A. That's all right.  Go ahead. 

Q. It was a big project; correct? 

A. Absolutely. 



     16

Direct Examination - Mr. Prescott 

 1 

 2 

 3 

 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. For Panama City, maybe one of the biggest in that area; 

4 correct? 

5 A. Correct. 

6 Q. Okay.  Throughout these past 40 years, have you maintained  7 

regular contact with him professionally and personally? 

8 A. Absolutely. 

9 Q. And in that time have you learned -- have you come to a 

10 conclusion about or an opinion as to his honesty and his 11 

character? 

12 A. Absolutely.  If I didn't believe that, I would not be 13 

sitting here right now. 

14 Q. What's your opinion, sir? 

15 A. Outstanding.  If this man is convicted of what these -16

 MR. GROGAN:  Objection, Your Honor. 

17 MR. LEWIS:  I'm going to stop you.  I'm sorry. 

18 THE WITNESS:  Excuse me, Judge. 
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19 THE COURT:  I understand that you want to -- you have 

20 things to say, but there's some rules, and Mr. 

Lewis is going to 21 ask you questions. 

BY MR. LEWIS:   

Q. Is it fair to say that you believe him to be an honest, 

upstanding, honorable citizen? A. Without question. 

Q. Would you be here today if you had any doubt in your mind 

whatsoever? 

A. Absolutely not. 

4 MR. LEWIS:  Thank you very much, sir. 

5 Thank you. 

6 THE COURT:  Cross-examination? 

7 MR. GROGAN:  No thank you, Your Honor. 

8 THE COURT:  Mr. Prescott, thank you for coming in. 

9 Please take your time going out. 

10 THE WITNESS:  Okay. 
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11 THE COURT:  And I thank you for coming. 

12 (Mr. Prescott exited the witness stand.) 
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