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MR. GROGAN:  Government called Michael White, 

Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Mr. White, if you'll please stand, raise 

4 your right hand, and be sworn by the courtroom deputy. 

5 MICHAEL WHITE, GOVERNMENT WITNESS, DULY SWORN  6 THE 

COURTROOM DEPUTY:  Please state your name and  7 spell your 

last name for the record. 

8 THE WITNESS:  Michael White.  W-h-i-t-e. 

9 THE COURTROOM DEPUTY:  Thank you. 

10 DIRECT EXAMINATION  

11 BY MR. GROGAN:   

12 Q. Good morning, Mr. White. 

13 A. Good morning. 

14 Q. Did you previously hold the position of Lynn Haven city 15 

manager? 

16 A. Yes, sir. 
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17 Q. Can you describe the City of Lynn Haven to the jury? 

18 A. It's a small town.  It's about 20,000 people.  Has its own 

19 fire department, police department, public works.  A real 20 

peaceful place. 

21 Q. Are you from Lynn Haven? A. 

No, sir. 

Q. Where are you from? 

A. I'm originally from Alabama. 

Q. Were you the city manager when Hurricane Michael hit in 

2018? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was that a Category 5 hurricane? 

4 A. Yes, sir. 

5 Q. Where were you when Hurricane Michael hit the city? 
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6 A. I was in city hall, in the part of the police department.  7 

Q. Can you give a general overview of what Hurricane Michael  8 

did to the City of Lynn Haven? 

9 A. It totally destroyed it.  The building we were in, the 

10 actual meeting place for the commission, the first thing I 

11 heard -- I remember from the storm was a 10-ton air-

conditioning 

12 unit being ripped off the top of the building, and then roofing 

13 starting to collapse.  People were running, putting kids under 

14 tables.  It was total chaos.  And if you can imagine, almost 

all 

15 the trees down and power lines.  And it was just total 16 

destruction. 

17 Q. What sort of struggles did the City of Lynn Haven face 18 

after the hurricane? 

19 A. We had several.  We had employees worried about their homes 
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20 and their personal belongings, so it was hard to keep a 

complete 

21 staff.  We didn't have enough manpower.  Worried about feeding 

the people.  Worried about trying to put the pieces back 

together. 

I -- one of the biggest things in the city was all the 

lift stations were down.  So to try to help combat that, we 

were moving wastewater trucks from one side of the city to the 

other trying to keep that part out of people's homes. 

It was just -- anything you can think of that went down, it 

4 went down; generators, everything. 

5 Q. Did you have city employees clean up the -- or work on the  6 

properties of other city employees? 

7 A. Yes, sir, I did.  Part of the reason I did that was due to 

8 the fact that I needed those employees at the City to do city 

9 business for the people.  So I decided to allow employees -- I 

10 allowed some of my public works guys to go, you know, board up 
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11 windows, put tarps on roofs, things of that nature, where they 

12 wouldn't have to worry about that and they could help me 

worry 13 about the people over themselves. 

14 Q. Are you familiar with a company called Erosion Control 15 

Services, or ECS? 

16 A. Yes, sir. 

17 Q. Who is the owner of ECS? 

18 A. Mickey White. 

19 Q. Is he a friend of yours? 

20 A. Yes, sir. 

21 Q. How long have you known him? 

A. Probably 20-something -- 20 years or better. 

Q. As part of the cleanup effort, did the City hire ECS to 

assist with the recovery effort? 

A. Yes, sir.  One of the things that we were faced with was we 
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had contracts in place for the big stuff, but a lot of the 

smaller stuff that was very cumbersome on the roadways and 

things of that nature, we hired them to help clean the city. 

4 Q. When you said "the big stuff," can you explain to me? 

5 A. The big stuff meaning the sides -- things on sides of 

6 roads, the huge trees and things of that nature.  There was 

7 already contracts in place with three different people to do 

8 that, and we used those for a lot of stuff for the FEMA.  And we  

9 also used ECS to help supplement that because there was a lot 

of 10 other work that needed to be done as well. 

11 Q. What kind of things did you have ECS do? 

12 A. Cleaning, cleaning roadways, cleaning parks.  That was one 

13 of the things that you don't think about, kids cooped up, can't 

14 go to school, things of that nature, they want to go to the 15 

parks.  Well, all the parks were destroyed as well, which trees 

16 on the parks, batting cages, metal, glass, you know.   



     7

Direct Examination - Mr. White 

 1 

 2 

 3 

 

22 

23 

24 

25 

17 They raked some of these parks.  I had them rake them 

three 

18 times just to make sure no kid got hurt.  They helped 

supplement 

19 cooking food for the employees, you know, just all kinds 

of 20 things. 

21 Q. Were there problems with the cemetery as well? 

A. Yes, sir.  We had -- we -- the City of Lynn Haven has two 

cemeteries, and that's one thing that I never would have 

thought, a cemetery, but it blew over a lot of headstones, 

things that we are in control of, the City itself.  Blew down a 

lot of trees, trees going through coffins and exposing bodies, 

and it was tough.  It was real tough. 

Q. During the aftermath of Hurricane Michael, did you do 

4 things that you knew were wrong? 

5 A. Yes, sir, I did. 

6 Q. What did you do? 
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7 A. I've been charged with and pled guilty to four counts. 

8 I've been -- wire fraud, conspiracy to commit wire fraud, and 

9 two counts of honest services fraud.  The wire fraud and 10 

conspiracy to commit wire fraud was I sold my house to ECS' 11 

owner. 

12 Q. So Mr. White.  Specifically, did you take cash kickbacks 13 

from Mickey White? 

14 A. Yeah.  I took gifts from him.  He gave me roughly around 15 

$35,000 in gifts. 

16 Q. Can you tell the jury about the first time you took cash 17 

from Mickey White? 

18 A. Yeah.  He called me and he told me to meet him at a place 

19 called Blue Moon and I did, and I'm not proud of it, but just 

20 like everybody else, I was struggling, and I had a lot of 

bills. 
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21 I had renters that wasn't paying rent because they couldn't; 

house was destroyed. 

And he said, You're the only one that hadn't asked nobody 

for nothing, so he -- the first time he gave me $10,000 in an 

envelope.  I started crying, you know.  It was -- I really 

needed the money, but I know it was wrong as well, and I own 

that. 

Q. What about the next time you took cash from Mickey White?  

4 A. He called me, told me meet him in his truck, and he said  5 

that he had more money for me, and I took it. 

6 Q. You said $35,000 in total? 

7 A. Around $35,000, yes, sir; three different times. 

8 Q. While you were city manager, did you take cash from anyone  9 

else? 

10 A. Chris Forehand with Panhandle Engineering one year gave me 11 

around $3,000 for a Christmas gift. 
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12 Q. Did Mr. Forehand have business with the City? 

13 A. Yes, sir. 

14 Q. What kind of business? 

15 A. He does all the engineering work for the City.  He's the 16 

city engineer. 

17 Q. Sometime after Hurricane Michael, did you have Mickey White 18 

have ECS do work at your property? 

19 A. I did, and that's part of the honest services fraud.  I had 

20 Mickey clean my property and try to get it settled.  I had a 

21 farm.  I had dead cows on the ground.  I had cows out.  I live 

on the main highway, Highway 20, and he went up there and 

cleaned my property.  I knew that was wrong, and I do apologize 

for that. 

Q. Did you pay Mickey White or ECS for that work? 

A. I did not. 

Q. To your knowledge, was it billed to the City instead? 
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A. It was billed to FEMA, yes, sir. 

4 Q. How long were the ECS employees out at your property? 

5 A. A few days.  I mean, they wasn't there long because there 

6 wouldn't -- I mean, they could only do so much.  I didn't have 

7 them rebuild anything.  A lot of it was getting trees down off 

8 fences and help with cows, and they helped pick up certain  9 

things around the house. 

10 Q. Were you indicted on federal charges related to what you 11 

just told the jury about? 

12 A. Yes.  Yes, sir, I was. 

13 Q. And did those charges come about because you were arrested 

14 for a domestic violence incident? 

15 A. Yes, sir. 

16 Q. Is that what led to your departure as city manager from the 

17 City? 

18 A. Yes, sir, it did. 
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19 Q. While you were serving as city manager, did you suffer from 

20 substance abuse issues? 

21 A. I did. 

Q. Can you tell the jury about that? 

A. Yeah.  I've been a recovering alcoholic for several years. 

March 19th will be four years of sobriety, and I'm proud of 

that. 

It was a lot -- alcohol was a lot -- a big part of my 

life, and I can say today it's not, and it made me make a lot 

of bad decisions. 

 4 Q. You mentioned the date March 2019.  Is that the date you  5 

were arrested? 

6 A. Yes, sir. 

7 Q. Did you have a previous arrest for DUI? 

8 A. Yes, sir, I did.  I was texting.  Had been out with my 
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9 fiancé, which is my wife now, and I swerved, got pulled over.  I 

10 refused to blow because we had went out to eat and I had 

several 11 drinks, and I knew that I would be a positive. 

12 And I had to go through all the classes and everything.  I 13 

lost my license for a year, but that was prior to the City. 

14 Q. But, Mr. White, you were charged with DUI; is that right? 

15 A. That's correct.  Yes, sir. 

16 Q. Okay.  Can you tell the jury what happened with your case? 

17 A. My case ended up being -- I guess I don't understand your 18 

question. 

19 Q. Okay.  It's a bad question, sir.  My fault. 

20 Did you give money to anyone to resolve your case? 

21 A. Yes.  I -- a gentleman named Derwin White is a good 

friend. He was helping with my case, and he told me that -

- that he would get a lawyer and help me, and I had paid 

him $3,000 and he did. 
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Q. Was -- was the $3,000 for the lawyer, a lawyer to represent 

you, or some other lawyer? 

A. I don't know, to be honest, because he never did tell me. 

He told me it'd be paid, the lawyer to handle the paperwork.  

4 Q. Have you subsequently been diagnosed with a mental  5 

condition? 

6 A. Yes, sir. 

7 Q. Tell us about that. 

8 A. My wife and I knew something wasn't right with me prior to 

9 the domestic violence and aggravated assault.  And I had an 10 

appointment in Dothan, Alabama, because I knew how Panama City 

11 was, small town and people talked.   

12 And I went -- I kept the appointment.  It happened -- I 

had 

13 it in April.  I kept the appointment and went to see a 

14 psychiatrist and they diagnosed me with bipolar.  I take 
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15 medicine every day for it, and it has totally changed my 

life. 16 I do know mixing the alcohol with the bipolar is 

not a good mix, 17 and I wouldn't recommend it to anyone. 

18 Q. Mr. White, did you plead guilty to some of those federal 19 

charges we talked about before? 

20 A. Yes, sir.  I pled guilty to four. 

21 Q. And did you have a plea agreement with the government? A. 

Yes, sir, I did. 

Q. I'd like to show you Government's Exhibit 8A. 

THE COURT:  Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, this has 

previously been admitted. 

BY MR. GROGAN:   

Q. Is that your plea agreement with the government? 

A. Yes, sir. 

4 Q. And I'd like to show you Exhibit 8B.  

Is that a 

5 supplement - 6 A. Yes, sir. 



     16

Direct Examination - Mr. White 

 1 

 2 

 3 

 

22 

23 

24 

25 

7 Q. -- to the plea agreement? 

8 A. Yes, sir. 

9 Q. And in those documents, did you agree to cooperate with the 

10 government? 11 A. I did. 

12 Q. What is your understanding of what you're required to do 13 

under the plea agreement? 

14 A. I'm required to tell the truth.  And when I signed that, I 

15 done a lot of praying about it, and I promised I'd tell the 

16 truth and -- and all to the government, no matter what it was. 

17 Q. And what do you understand under the agreement that the 18 

government is obligated to do for you? 

19 A. The government, if I -- if I -- if I'm able to give 20 

substantial assistance, they may speak on my behalf to the judge 21 

in my sentencing. 
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Q. And who do you understand is the one who will ultimately 

decide what sentence you get for those charges? A. Judge 

Hinkle. 

Q. Are you waiting for sentencing currently? 

A. Yes, sir.  I've been waiting going on four years. 

Q. In exchange for your testimony, have you been offered -has 

anyone made any other promise to you? 

4 A. No, sir, nobody has. 

5 Q. Sir, I think you mentioned you're from Alabama.  Can you 

6 tell the jury about your education and professional background? 

7 A. Yes, sir.  I was born and raised in North Alabama, a town  8 

called Gadsden.  It's about 50 miles northeast of Birmingham. 

 9 Raised on a 200-acre farm, went to Auburn University, got my 10 

undergrad, starting working for electric co-ops.   

11 I worked for electric co-ops for several years.  Went back 12 

to Florida State, got my master's in business administration. 13 
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Ended up working for co-ops 23 years, and then went to the City 14 

and worked for a couple of years. 

15 While I've been out waiting, I have a consulting business 

16 for small businesses.  I consult.  I've opened a pressure 

17 washing business.  I do that.  Do some land clearing with 

18 equipment.  I've also went back, since I've been on a 

break 

19 waiting on sentencing, and got my doctorate in business 20 

administration with an emphasis in leadership. 

21 I've been heavily involved in the church.  Also, I helped out at 

the Panama City Rescue Mission serving meals to the needy.  So 

I've totally changed my life, a complete 180 from what the old 

Michael was from that. 

Q. All right, sir.  Was there -- you mentioned you worked for 

Gulf Coast Cooperative; is that right? 

A. Gulf Coast Electric Cooperative, yes, sir. 

Q. What did you do for them? 
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4 A. I started out as manager of marketing.  Prior to that I was 

5 with a co-op up in Talladega, Alabama, and then I moved up to  6 

assistant general manager and then CEO for several years.  7 Q. 

Was there a particular incident that prompted you to leave  8 

working for Gulf Coast? 

9 A. Yes, sir.  It has to do with alcohol.  I cussed some people 

10 out and showed my rear.  And it was decided between the board 11 

and myself it'd be best for me to leave, so I resigned. 

12 Q. How did you find another job after that? 

13 A. I was -- I was looking at several co-op jobs at other 

14 places.  I really didn't want a job with the City.  At that 

time 

15 there was a city -- there was a city manager at Lynn Haven, but 

16 there was an opening at Bay County, assistant manager.  He was 

17 deciding if he wanted to take the assistant manager.  If he 

did, 18 I was going to apply for the city or the county. 19 Q. 
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How did you hear about this opportunity or these two 20 

opportunities? 

21 A. From Chris Forehand. 

Q. And when abouts was this? 

A. About six months after I left the co-op. 

Q. Did you end up applying to be city manager? 

A. I did. 

Q. I think you mentioned you're not from Lynn Haven.  Had you 

ever lived there before? 

A. Not in Lynn Haven.  I lived in Panama City, and I lived in 

4 Youngstown and South Florida. 

5 Q. Did anyone suggest to you that you should have meetings to  6 

try to get the job as city manager? 

7 A. I was told I needed to meet with certain individuals, yes, 

8 sir. 

9 Q. And who told you that? 
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10 A. Chris Forehand. 

11 Q. Who did Mr. Forehand suggest that you meet with? 

12 A. Meet with Derwin White, meet with -- Matt Marshall wanted 13 

to meet with me, James Finch and Lee -- Lee Anderson met with 

me 14 on behalf of the mayor. 

15 Q. Now, who is Lee Anderson? 

16 A. He's the husband of the former mayor of Lynn Haven. 

17 Q. How did this meeting go with Mr. Anderson? 

18 A. He was mainly wanting to know -- make sure if I got the job 

19 that I'd have the mayor's back. 

20 Q. Now, did you meet with Mr. Finch? 

21 A. I did. 

Q. Tell us about the meeting with Mr. Finch. 

A. Very short and brief.  He just wanted to get to know me a 

little bit, and that was about it.  It was a very short meeting 

at Sonny's. 
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Q. Do you know Mr. Finch? 

A. I do. 

Q. Is he in court today? 

4 A. Yes, sir. 

5 Q. Can you point him out? 

6 A. (Indicating.) 

7 Q. That's a proper identification. 

8 All right.  Did you get the job as city manager? 

9 A. I did. 

10 Q. What was your salary at the time? 

11 A. Like 130-something, I think. 

12 Q. At that time was that job and that salary important to 

you? 

13 A. It was very important.  My wife had two daughters that 

we 

14 were raising.  My son had done moved out, and I didn't want 

to 
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15 uproot them from the area because they was settled in 

school -16 they was in high school -- and so that's the 

reason I took the 

17 job. 

18 Q. In general, Mr. White, prior to the hurricane, what was it 

19 like to be city manager for Lynn Haven? 

20 A. It was very cumbersome.  I mean, there's a lot of people 21 

pulling at you, a lot of people wanting things done. 

Commission, mayor always wanting something done, so you kind 

of pull from everybody wanting this in their budget, that in 

the budget, didn't have the money for it.  There was a lot to 

it. Q. Did you like the job? 

A. At first I really didn't, and then I grew to really like the 

people and working and changing things around. 

Q. Who was the mayor of Lynn Haven when you were there? 

4 A. Margo Anderson. 
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5 Q. So what did you understand the mayor's authority to be over  

6 you as city manager? 

 7 A. She was just like any other commissioner.  That was her  8 

authority. 

 9 Q. In practice, though, what was your -- can you tell the jury 10 

about your working relationship with Mayor Anderson? 

11 A. She's very demanding, very controlling person.  She wanted 12 

things done and she wanted it done yesterday. 

13 Q. From your observations, what did you understand to be 14 

Mayor Anderson's relationship with Mr. Finch? 

15 A. Friends, lifelong friends. 

16 Q. Did Mayor Anderson ever threaten your job? 

17 A. Yes, sir. 

18 Q. Can you tell the jury about that? 

19 A. There were certain employees that she -- had been there 

20 awhile, making a lot of money.  She really wanted to get rid of 
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21 them.  One stood up to her, back-talked her.  She didn't like 

it.  She wanted to get rid of them.  And she told me one time 

if I did not get rid of the police chief that she would get rid 

of me. 

Q. Was that the only time that she threatened your job? 

A. Just the only one I can remember that stands out, sir. 

Q. Now, you mentioned that you met with Mr. Finch before you 

got the job. 

 4 What was your understanding at that time of Mr. Finch's  5 

business relationship with the City? 

 6 A. It was kind of common knowledge, any contracts come  7 

through, Mr. Finch usually got them. 

8 MR. LEWIS:  Object to just -- excuse me. 

9 Object to both the form and the answer that appears to 

10 be coming out. 

11 THE COURT:  Response? 
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12 MR. GROGAN:  Your Honor, I'm asking him what his 13 

understanding of Mr. Finch's relationship was, and 

he's going 14 through his -- what he personally 

observed. 

15 THE COURT:  Well, you can ask him what he knows about 

16 specific things from personal knowledge, but asking 

him what 

17 others thought or asking him what he was told by 

others -- so 

18 sustained in part and overruled in part.  You need to 

ask 19 another question. 

20 MR. GROGAN:  Thank you, Your Honor. 

21 BY MR. GROGAN:   

Q. Mr. White, what did you personally observe of Mr. Finch's 

business relationship with the City? 

A. It was told to me by other employees when I took the job -- 

MR. LEWIS:  Again, I'm sorry, Judge.  Object to 
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hearsay. 

THE COURT:  Sustained, what others said. 

BY MR. GROGAN:   

 4 Q. Mr. White, what did you personally observe of Mr. Finch's  5 

relationship with the City, not what anyone else told you? 

 6 A. That he routinely got most of the contracts.  7 Q. Can 

you tell -- are you familiar with a -- the City  8 receiving 

revenue from a half-cent sales tax? 

9 A. Yes, sir. 

10 Q. Can you tell the jury about that generally? 

11 A. Bay County residents passed a half-cent sales tax for 

12 infrastructure, and each city got a portion of that 13 

infrastructure to help redo roads, sewer, water, you know, 14 

anything kind of public works related. 

15 Q. Did the City have a contract with a construction company to 16 

use those funds for that purposes? 
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17 A. Yes.  It was with Mr. Finch. 

18 Q. Mr. Finch's business? 

19 A. Phoenix Construction, yes, sir. 

20 Q. Can you tell us, how did that process work where you get 21 

money and you use it to do those projects? 

A. Well, of course, people got to pay the taxes, and part of 

the thought behind it was so many spring breakers, so many 

people visiting Panama City, they pay part of the sales tax, 

the half-cent.  And then once it was accrued, we'd get a 

monthly dividend check through the county, and then we would 

take that money, earmark it towards jobs.  And try to retrofit 

the City. 

Q. Did you have oversight of the City's, you know, 

 4 implementation of that contract and Mr. Finch performing those  5 

services? 

6 A. Yes, sir. 
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7 Q. Were there any problems? 

8 A. Some.  Mr. Finch does -- did a lot of work.  Slowing him 

9 down was an issue; trying to go too fast before things was 10 

engineered and wanting to pave things that really didn't need 11 

paved at the time, I thought. 

12 Q. Did there come a point in time where Mr. Finch had gone 

13 through the money that the City had and the City was 14 

contemplating borrowing more money? 

15 A. Yes, sir. 

16 Q. Can you tell us about that? 

17 A. Are you talking about the ditch? 

18 Q. No, sir.  I'm talking about the half-cent sales tax. 

19 A. Okay.  Mr. Finch offered to finance some of the work, 

20 because you only got so much money in from the half-cent sales 

21 tax, and this project -- say, if you got a half a million 

dollars in in a few months, you may only -- you may need 7, 
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$800 million to do this portion that was already engineered.  

So, yeah, he offered to bridge. 

Q. Did you want to borrow the money at that time to do more 

half-cent work? 

A. No, I didn't.  The City was in pretty dire straits as far as 

moneys, and I wanted to just collect the money, slow down a  4 

little bit and try to keep pace with the engineering and try to  5 

not put us further in debt. 

 6 Q. But you did recommend that going forward with the  7 

additional work to the city commission; right? 

8 A. I did. 

9 Q. Why did you do that? 

10 A. Ms. Anderson was pushing me to get more roads paved and 11 

more water lines changed out, more sewer lines changed out. 

12 Q. Now, you mentioned the 17th Street project, Mr. White. 

13 Are you familiar with that? 

14 A. Yes, sir. 
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15 Q. What was going on with the 17th Street project when you 

16 came on as city manager? 

17 A. It had been a problem for the City for many years, and BP 

18 had some money involved in a project, but there was a portion 

19 that we would have to fund ourselves that was needed to 

complete 

20 the whole project.  This ditch was extremely deep and just a 21 

dangerous area. 

Q. Did there come a point in time where the 17th Street matter 

was coming back before the city commission? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What was the issue? 

A. Funding. 

Q. Did you have an occasion while you were the city manager to 

be out at Sheffield Park with Mr. Finch? 

4 A. Yes, sir. 

5 Q. What is Sheffield Park? 
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6 A. Sheffield Park is a park that's right near -- next to city 

7 hall.  It was a park that was hardly used, and we put an 

8 amphitheater there and different things and had spring concerts  

9 and put in gymnasium sets and things for the kids, and they 

had 10 a walking area. 

11 Q. Why were you in Sheffield Park with Mr. Finch? 

12 A. Because we were looking at cutting a bunch of trees, a 

13 bunch of trees he volunteered to -- a man and an excavator to 

14 help cut down the trees, to push the trees because they were 15 

around the library and different areas that was dangerous, but 

16 you'd need something strong enough to push the trees. 

17 Q. Why would you need to cut down trees at the park? 

18 A. The park was just so many trees.  There was roots sticking 

19 up, kids constantly falling, people falling.  It was just -- in 

20 order to put all this gymnasium stuff that I wanted to put in 
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21 there and to make the park more usable, these trees needed to 

come out.  And some of them also were diseased, and they was 

just cat-faced and old trees. 

Q. So tell us about your -- you arrive out there and Mr. Finch 

is there.  What happened next? 

A. We were -- they were looking at trees and different things, 

and we got to talking about the 17th Street ditch a little bit, 

and I said, Well, we'll need the votes to secure it. 

4 Q. All right.  Thank you. 

5 What happened next? 

6 A. And somehow Antonius Barnes' name come up, Mr. Barnes.  

And  7 Mr. Finch said:  Well, he's my nigger, he'll dance 

if I tell him  8 to dance.   

9 Then he went on to say:  The Black nigger wanted me to come 

10 see him.  He probably just wants me to throw some more 

money at 
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11 him. 

12 Q. Did that surprise you? 

13 A. No. 

14 Q. Why not? 

15 A. It's just Mr. Finch. 

16 Q. Did you report that interaction to law enforcement? 

17 A. No, sir. 

18 Q. Did you report it to the city attorney? 

19 A. No, sir. 

20 Q. Did you report it to anyone? 

21 A. No, sir. 

Q. Why not? 

A. It wouldn't have went anywhere. 

Q. Back in those days, Mr. White, while you were the city 

manager, did you use that kind of language as well? 
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A. I did.  And I'm ashamed of it.  I've used that -- those 

words.  I've used "Cracker," "Honky."  I've used a lot of 

different things.  And it's very poor judgment on my part, and 

4 also ignorance.  And I do apologize for that. 

5 Q. Mr. White, you said you were -- you didn't report this  6 

because you didn't think it would go anywhere.   

7 Why didn't you think it would go anywhere? 

8 A. Because Mr. Finch -- if I went to the mayor, Mr. Finch 

and 

9 Ms. Anderson were -- were lifelong friends.  I mean, it 

really 10 wouldn't have went anywhere.  I just wanted to 

stay out of it. 

11 Q. Did you use language like you were talking about in text 12 

messages? 

13 A. I have. 

14 Q. Is that your personal phone or your city phone? 
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15 A. The text messages, I think I was -- I saw in December at 

16 the evidentiary hearing a lot of bad text messages on my part; 

17 jokes, things of that nature.  Racial slurs was with my 

personal 18 phone on my personal number, not the city number I 

had. 19 And, once again, poor judgment.  I own it.  I did it.  

I 20 wish I could take it back, but I can't. 

21 Q. Do you recall -- you mentioned -- do you recall being asked 

about those text messages a few months ago at a proceeding in 

this matter? 

A. Yes, sir.  Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, Mr. White, do you remember when you were initially 

indicted on federal charges in your case? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was that about November 2019?  4 

A. Somewhere in there, yes, sir. 
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 5 Q. Do you remember meeting with the FBI for an interview about  6 

a month later? 

7 A. Yes, sir, I did. 

8 Q. In your words, what was the purpose of that meeting or that  

9 interview? 

10 A. It was to plea, start my plea process and talk with them. 

11 Q. What were you talking with the FBI about? 

12 A. A little bit of everything.  I signed a proffer, which 13 

means that I got to tell the truth, everything that I know. 14 

Anything they ask me, anything that they don't ask me, I have 

to 15 reveal it. 

16 Q. Did you do anything to prepare for that meeting? 

17 A. I did.  When I knew that meeting was going to occur with my 

18 lawyer and I, I sat down and -- because I didn't know exactly 

19 when the meeting was going to occur, but I thought -- I always 
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20 want to be prepared, and I wanted to go ahead and write down 21 

everything that I remembered, and that way I would have it. 

MR. GROGAN:  Your Honor, I'd like to show the witness 

Government's Exhibit 8D.  It's not yet been admitted. 

THE COURT:  You may approach. 

Or you can use the overhead. 

Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, if a witness is 

being shown something that's not been admitted, we see it on 

our monitors, as does the witness, but you do not.  This is not 

in 

4 evidence. 

5 BY MR. GROGAN:   

6 Q. Mr. White, are these the notes that you described a minute 

7 ago? 

8 A. Yes, sir.  That's -- that's it. 



     39

Direct Examination - Mr. White 

 1 

 2 

 3 

 

22 

23 

24 

25 

9 Q. All right.  I'd like to show you page 18 of Government's 10 

Exhibit 8D. 

11 MR. GROGAN:  Your Honor, move to admit Government's 12 Exhibit 

8D. 

13 MR. LEWIS:  No objection, Judge. 

14 THE COURT:  Without objection, 8D is admitted. 

15 (GOVERNMENT EXHIBIT 8D:  Received in evidence.) 16 BY 

MR. GROGAN:   

17 Q. So, Mr. White, the top half of the page here, can you read 18 

that for us, your handwriting? 

19 A. James told me one day when were trying to pass something 

20 that Barnes wanted him to come see him.  He said that Black N 

21 probably wants some more money.  I was told regular that James 

and Derwin owned Barnes and he would do what they said. Q. So 

you made these notes in 2019? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Who did you meet with at the FBI in 2019? 

A. Mr. Borghini. 

Q. Were Mr. Keen or myself or Agent Crecelius present? 

A. No. 

 4 Q. Your notes, Mr. White, did Agent Borghini ask you for them  5 

when you met with him? 

6 A. No, sir, he didn't. 

7 Q. And when did you give those to the government?  8 A. I met 

with y'all last Wednesday.  I gave them to Mr. Dan  9 with the 

FBI on Thursday. 

10 Q. You are referring to Agent Crecelius? 

11 A. Yes. 

12 Nobody had asked me for them until then. 

13 Q. Did you tell -- or the description of the incident at 

14 Sheffield Park with Mr. Finch that you told the jury 
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about, did 15 you relate that to Agent Borghini in 

December 2019? 

16 A. I did. 

17 Q. Did you fabricate your account of that interaction with 18 

Mr. Finch at Sheffield Park? 

19 A. No, sir. 

20 Q. Specifically, have you fabricated the account of Mr. Finch 

21 using the N-word in relation to Commissioner Barnes? A. No, 

sir. 

Q. You've been interviewed by the FBI and prosecutors several 

times; correct? 

A. Many times. 



    42

Cross-Examination - Mr. White  

 1 

 2 

 3 

 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. Do you know how many times? 

A. I'd say, from beginning until now, probably eight or ten 

times. 

4 Q. Okay. 

5 A. I have no clue. 

6 Q. Do you understand that FBI agents made reports of those  7 

interviews? 

8 A. Yes, sir. 

9 Q. Have you reviewed those? 

10 A. I have. 

11 Q. Did you write those interview reports? 

12 A. No, sir, I didn't. 

13 Q. Mr. White, have you always been truthful in those 14 

interviews with the FBI and prosecutors? 

15 A. I have.  When I signed that proffer, I promised I'd tell 16 

the truth. 
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17 MR. GROGAN:  May I have a moment, Your Honor? 

18 THE COURT:  Certainly. 

19 (Discussion was held.) 

20 MR. GROGAN:  Nothing further, Your Honor. 

21 Thank you. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION  

BY MR. LEWIS:   

Q. To take off where we left off -- so these notes, No. -what's 

been admitted into evidence as No. 18, just gets turned over to 

the FBI last week; correct? A. Thursday. 

Q. Last week Thursday? 

4 A. Yes. 

5 Q. And after that they turn them over to the defense for the  6 

first time; correct? 

7 A. I don't know. 

8 Q. You don't know that? 
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9 A. I don't know if they turned them over to you. 

10 Q. Okay. 

11 A. You'll have to answer that, sir. 

12 THE COURT:  And, Mr. Lewis, it's 8D, just so the 13 record is 

clear. 

14 MR. LEWIS:  Yes, sir.  Thank you. 

15 Judge, I'd ask you to instruct the witness not to 

tell 16 me that I'll have to answer something. 

17 THE WITNESS:  I'm sorry. 

18 THE COURT:  If you will, answer his questions.  And 

19 Mr. Grogan will have an opportunity to ask follow-

up questions 20 if he chooses to.   

21 Mr. Lewis, you may proceed. 

MR. LEWIS:  Thank you. 

BY MR. LEWIS:   
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Q. You told the jury you have reviewed all the FBI notes; 

right? 

A. I have reviewed the things they have sent to me through a 

file access portal. 

Q. Didn't you just tell the jury two minutes ago that you've 

4 reviewed all the FBI reports? 

5 A. I have reviewed the reports that they had sent me through  6 

the file sharing.  That's what I was referring to. 

 7 Q. You've also reviewed the FBI notes; correct?  8 A. I 

have reviewed the FBI notes that they have sent me  9 through 

the file-sharing program. 

10 Q. Are you trying to suggest to the jury that you weren't 11 

supplied all the FBI notes?  Is that why you are answering the 12 

question that way? 
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13 A. I cannot answer that question because I don't know all the 14 

notes they have or anybody possibly could have.  I only have the 15 

notes that they sent me. 

16 Q. Do you have any reason to believe they didn't send you all 

17 the notes and all the FBI reports that Special Agent Borghini 

18 did.  Any reason whatsoever? 

19 A. I can't answer that. 

20 Q. No, no.  The question is, do you have any reason to 

21 believe -- has anybody made you believe or suggested to you 

that they didn't send you everything? A. I don't know. 

Q. Why don't you know?  I don't understand that. 

A. I cannot determine if somebody has sent me everything that 

they have in their possession.  I only know the notes that I 

have read was through the file-transfer portal that they sent 

me, that information.  I have read those things. 

4 Q. Those notes, they are not dated; correct? 
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5 You have them in front of you? 

6 A. Which notes are you talking about, sir? 

7 MR. LEWIS:  Do we have a hard copy, please? 

8 THE WITNESS:  The notes on the screen? 

9 BY MR. LEWIS:   

10 Q. Yes. 

11 A. Yes, sir, they are not dated. 

12 Q. So you did know what notes I'm talking about, 

surely? 

13 A. Well, they just come up on the screen, sir. 

14 Q. Okay.  Well, 8D.  You know what note -- listen, let 

me ask 15 questions, and you answer them. 

16 8D in front of you are 23 pages of what appears to be 17 

handwritten notes; right? 

18 A. Yes, sir. 
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19 Q. And your testimony under oath is you just let the FBI know 

20 about these last week; correct? 

21 A. I met with the FBI on Wednesday to prepare for this trial. 

And we got to talking and was talking about the notes -- the -I 

forgot what you call them, that the FBI writes up -- and all I 

said, those -- 

Q. I'm sorry to interrupt you, but my question was, last week 

for the first time you let the FBI know about these notes; yes 

or no? 

A. I was trying to get to that, sir. 

 4 Q. I understand, but it's a yes or no question.   5 Yes or 

no, did you just turn them over to the FBI last  6 week? 

7 A. Yes, sir. 

8 Q. You just let the FBI know about the notes last week for the  

9 first time? 

10 A. I was just asked, and I told them about the notes, yes, 
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11 sir. 

12 Q. But I thought you told the jury that your plea agreement 13 

required you to tell the FBI everything, whether they asked you 

14 or not.  Didn't you tell the jury that during your direct? 

15 A. Yes, sir, and I did.  That's where these notes came from, 

16 back in 2019. 

17 Q. Right.  But they don't appear -- you claim they -- you 18 

claim, but there is no report that says you have these notes, is 19 

there, in 2019? 

20 A. If you will look at probably some of the FBI transcripts 21 

when they took my -- it will go along with these notes. 

Q. That's what -- we'll get to that.  Because the FBI report in 

2019 does look very much like your notes, I'll agree with you 

on that.  But it doesn't have the N-word. 

A. I told them.  I can't help what he writes. 
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Q. So are you telling the jurors that the FBI agent didn't 

write it down?  You didn't see it in the 2019 report, did you? 

A. Yes, sir.  I am telling the jury without a doubt that the 

4 N-word was told back in 2019, when I met with Agent 

Borghini. 

5 Even when it came out in the newspaper, a different 

story -- 

6 MR. LEWIS:  Objection, Judge. 

7 THE COURT:  Sustained. 

8 MR. LEWIS:  Nonresponsive.  Move to strike, and ask 

9 the jury to be instructed to disregard the 

nonresponsive 10 portion. 

11 THE COURT:  Well, ladies and gentlemen of the jury, 12 I'm 

going to strike the response about what was or wasn't in the 13 

newspaper report, and you are to disregard that. 

14 BY MR. LEWIS:   

15 Q. You sat down in 2019 with the FBI; correct? 
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16 A. Yes, sir. 

17 Q. You've had a chance now to review those reports; correct? 

18 A. Yes, sir. 

19 Q. There's nothing in the reports about Mr. Finch using the 20 

N-word, is there? 

21 A. I did not see it, no, sir. 

Q. You looked for it, didn't you? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Because -- let's talk about timing.   

For the first time back in December you had a hearing, and 

you appeared for that hearing; correct? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And that was the first time that you had testified under 

4 oath in this case; correct? 

5 A. Yes, sir. 
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6 Q. We called you -- Judge had a hearing and the defense called  

7 you as a witness, not the government; correct? 

8 A. Yes, sir. 

9 Q. In fact, the government in that hearing I don't think had 10 

any questions asked of you.   

11 Do you recall that? 

12 A. They did not. 

13 Q. So in that hearing in December of '22, for the first 

time I 14 asked you some questions about some text 

messages; correct? 

15 A. You did. 

16 Q. And I pulled out handwritten text messages that you've 17 

talked about today; correct? 

18 A. Some. 

19 Q. And those text messages were between you and the chief of 20 

police of Lynn Haven; correct? 
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21 A. I can't remember who, but they was between me and someone. I'd 

have to look at it to verify. 

Q. Those text messages -- while I'm getting these, those text 

messages came from your phone; correct? A. My personal phone, 

yes, sir. 

Q. Does it matter whether it was -- 

A. Yes.  I had -- 

Q. If I can ask - 4 A. 

-- a phone number. 

5 Q. I'm sorry. 

6 The Judge doesn't want us to talk over each other. 

7 A. Yes, sir. 

8 Q. You had a personal phone; correct? 

9 A. Yes. 

10 Q. You also had a -- a government phone? 

11 A. No, sir. 
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12 Q. Okay.  So the personal phone was seized when you were 13 

arrested on the domestic -- on the aggravated domestic 

violence 14 charge; correct? 

15 A. I handed -- I gave it to them.  They did not ask for it.  I 16 

gave it to them. 

17 Q. You just -- BCSO had arrested you -- they'd come out and 18 

arrested you.  You were at the hospital, I believe; correct? 

19 A. Yes, sir. 

20 Q. They brought you in, and you are telling the jury that you 

21 just handed over your phone voluntarily? 

A. Yes, I did, sir.  I did that because there's text messages 

between my wife and I that -- where we was in an argument.  I 

was trying to explain, and they took my phone then. 

Q. Well, they were asking -- they were trying to gather 

evidence; correct? 

A. I imagine they were. 
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Q. Well -- 

4 A. I can't answer for them. 

5 Q. Did they seize the gun? 

6 A. Yes. 

7 Q. And this was the gun that you had pointed at yourself;  8 

correct? 

9 A. Correct. 

10 MR. GROGAN:  Objection, your Honor. 

11 MR. LEWIS:  It was brought up. 

12 THE COURT:  He said he seized the gun.  Let's move on 

13 to a new topic. 

14 MR. LEWIS:  Yes. 

15 BY MR. LEWIS:   

16 Q. Where was your wife at that time when you were 

arrested? 

17 A. She was at a friend's house. 
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18 Q. Commissioner Dan Russell's house? 

19 A. Yes. 

20 Q. You were -- you showed the FBI -- excuse me -- the 

21 Bay County Sheriff's Office detective -- started 

showing him snapshots on your phone; correct? 

A. I did. 

Q. They eventually then seized your phone; right? 

A. I gave it to them. 

Q. Well, they also then got a search warrant for your phone; 

right? 

A. I can't remember.  I can't remember what the search  4 

warrant -- I know it was for the seizing of the gun.  They did 

5 that. 

6 Q. And the -- you were then arrested for the aggravated  7 

domestic violence; correct? 

8 A. Yes, sir. 
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9 Q. And those texts that you've talked about between you and 10 

your wife -- you brought it up -- she had looked on your phone; 

11 correct? 

12 A. No.  This text was about me and my wife arguing. 13 Q. She 

was arguing about you and a FEMA lady and some texts 14 you were 

sending back to her; correct? 

15 A. Some of those texts, no, sir, but some -- earlier, a long 16 

time before that, yes, sir. 

17 Q. And those -- the other texts that we're talking about were 

18 a series of -- and you've not looked at -- you are telling the 

19 jury since our December hearing you have not looked at any of 

20 those, or you have? 

21 A. I've not looked at text messages, no, sir. 

Q. Did you ever see the 31,000 pages of text messages? 

A. No, sir. 
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Q. After you -- even after you were cross-examined about those 

text messages, you never -- and no one ever showed them to you? 

A. I never did want to look at them. 

Q. Well, let's talk about them. 

There were text messages between you and the chief of 

4 police; correct? 

5 A. I texted the chief of police, yes, sir. 

6 Q. And that was Ricky Ramie; correct? 

7 A. And Matt Reimer. 

8 Q. He was the former chief of police, Matt Reimer.  And then  9 

Ricky Ramie was the current then-chief of police, right, during 

10 hurricane -- during Hurricane Michael? 

11 A. No.  Hurricane Michael, Matt was still police chief. 

12 Q. Okay.  Then you brought in -- you brought in -13 A. His 

assistant. 

14 Q. Let's not talk over each other. 
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15 A. Sorry. 

16 Q. You brought Chief Ramie in after Hurricane Michael? 

17 A. No, it was before. 

18 Q. Okay.  But you had brought him in; correct? 

19 A. Yeah, he had come in. 

20 Q. You had known him for years? 

21 A. I coached his kids in T-ball. 

Q. Just like you had known Mickey White for years? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have -- you and Chief Ramie had talked about -- and I was 

questioning you back in December about these text messages; 

correct? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And in several of the text messages that I showed you on 
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 4 the stand, you had -- you had written -- not a claim that you  5 

had said -- but you had written the N-word in several of these  6 

text messages; right? 

7 A. I can't remember several.  I remember one that I did.  And 

8 as I told you before, I do apologize for that.  That's poor 

9 judgment and ignorance on my part, and I shouldn't have done it. 

10 Q. And this is the same time that you were an alcoholic; 11 

correct? 

12 A. Yes, sir. 

13 Q. You were bipolar; correct? 

14 A. Yes, sir.  I was bipolar at the time. 

15 Q. And you were mixing -- you know that from mixing the two, 16 

it's a very dangerous situation? 

17 A. Yes, sir. 

18 Q. You become violent? 

19 A. As part of the bipolar, yes, sir. 
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20 Q. Jumping back a little bit, you were asked by the prosecutor 

21 about working for the co-op.  Do you remember that? A. 23 

years, yes, sir.  I remember. 

Q. And at that hearing you had implied to the chief judge that 

you resigned; correct? 

A. I did. 

Q. And, in fact, I had suggested to you that you were fired and 

you corrected me; right? 

A. I did. 

4 Q. You didn't say anything at that hearing about having this 

5 meeting about cursing and showing yourself -- what you describe 

6 as showing yourself and then apologizing.  You didn't mention  7 

any of that, did you? 

 8 A. No.  Nobody usually wants to tell their bad dirt down in  9 

front of everybody.  I don't. 
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10 Q. My point, sir, as I go through here, isn't it a fact that 11 

your memory is often selective? 

12 A. No, sir. 

13 Q. So -- but you do admit that you left that testimony out at 

14 the hearing back in December? 

15 A. As I said, a lot of people -- I don't like my dirty laundry 16 

being showcased out in front of everyone. 

17 Q. How many times were you prepped by the government before 18 

you testified today? 

19 A. I met with them Wednesday for about an hour, two hours. 

20 Q. Did -- I'm noticing every time that you answer, you're 21 

looking over directly at the jury. 

Did anybody at the government's table ever tell you that's 

a good thing to do? 
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A. Yes, they mentioned talking to the jury.  But I also want to 

talk to the jury because I want them to know that I am telling 

the truth. 

Q. So the government told you when I ask a question, turn over 

and look at the jury and -- look at them? 

 4 A. I think I have looked at the jury all my testimony.  5 Q. I 

agree with that.  But somebody from -- that wasn't my  6 

question. 

 7 Somebody from the government told you to do that?  8 A. They 

didn't tell me to do it.  They said it's good to get  9 eye contact 

with the jury. 

10 Q. Why? 

11 A. Because they are going to be the ones deciding this case, 12 

not the lawyers. 

13 Q. Back to the text messages, sir.   
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14 You were also asked back in December about setting up 15 

people; do you remember that?  You and the chief of police had 

16 exchanged some messages? 

17 A. I remember you saying something about that, but I never did 18 

see the words I set up.  Maybe you can show me the text. 

19 Q. I will. 

20 A. Okay. 

21 Q. I will. 

The -- you denied it at the hearing that there were any 

of those kind of text messages; correct? A. I can't remember. 

Q. You also couldn't remember using the N-word, correct, 

initially? 

A. I can't -- I don't remember that. 

Q. In fact, you also didn't remember even the text messages; 

4 right? 
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5 A. What text messages?  Can you be specific?  As you said, I  6 

text a lot -- there was many pages.  I don't know which one you  

7 are talking about specifically. 

8 Q. Okay. 

9 A. If you show it to me, I can answer you. 

10 Q. Yes, sir, I will.  I will. 

11 Let me -- 

12 MR. LEWIS:  Judge, may I approach the witness -13 THE 

COURT:  You may. 

14 MR. LEWIS:  -- to refresh the recollection? 

15 BY MR. LEWIS:   

16 Q. Let me show you a download of Michael White's 

phone. 

17 A. I know it's a lot. 

18 Q. Well, this is only a portion, sir. 

19 A. Okay. 
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20 Q. Okay.  Take a look even at the first page and tell 

me if 

21 that refreshes your recollection about a series of 

texts between 

Michael back in 2018 and -- you see your name, Michael White? 

A. I do. 

Q. And you see Ryan Shipes? 

A. Yep. 

Q. And those are texts on a phone -- from your phone; correct? 

A. That's correct, my personal phone. 

Q. Is there a difference between your personal phone and 

4 whether it's a government phone? 

5 A. Yeah.  I didn't want everybody in the City to call my 

6 personal phone number, so I got a Google number, and I had a 

7 Google number that was printed on my cards, and the Google  8 

number is when I did business for the City. 
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 9 That's what -- the primary number I used.  Did I use my 10 personal 

number at times for City business?  Yes, I did. 11 Q. Again, going 

through -- let's take a look at some of these 12 specifics. 

13 Here's one between Ricky and Michael White, and you know 14 

that's Ricky Ramie.   

15 Were y'all talking about fixing somebody's ticket? 

16 Correct? 

17 A. That was a ticket for -- 

18 Q. Sir, my question is this:  Does that refresh your 19 

recollection that you texted with Ricky Ramie, number one? 

20 A. Yes. 

21 Q. And the -- you'd asked me earlier, show you the one that 

says about fixing a ticket.  It says:  Tell them not to worry 

about the ticket; correct? 

MR. GROGAN:  Objection, Your Honor.  This is improper 

impeachment. 
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THE COURT:  Sustained.  Don't read the document.  You 

can either admit it or you can refresh his recollection.  So 

sustained as it was done.   

4 So you can reask the question. 

5 MR. GROGAN:  Your Honor, could we ask that we can see 

6 the document that he's pointing the witness to on the 

document  7 camera? 

 8 MR. LEWIS:  Sure, Judge.  I'm happy to - 9 THE COURT:  

Certainly. 

10 MR. LEWIS:  -- but they do have a copy of all this. 

11 THE COURT:  Certainly. 

12 MR. LEWIS:  I believe the government's got a copy of 

13 the entire -- I'll do it from back here, Judge. 

14 THE COURT:  Or you can do it on the overhead right 15 there. 

16 MR. LEWIS:  Okay.  Thank you. 
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17 THE COURT:  Ms. Milton McGee, if you can turn on the 

18 ELMO, please. 

19 MR. LEWIS:  Thank you. 

20 THE COURT:  Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, it's 

21 just on the overhead.  And when you put it on the 

overhead, we call it an ELMO; not the little red 

critter, but it's the overhead projector.   

And everybody can see it when it's on there if it's 

admitted into evidence.  If it's not admitted into evidence and 

it's simply being used to refresh somebody's recollection, then 

it will just be on the cameras for the lawyers and the witness. 

And while they're doing that, ladies and gentlemen of 

4 the jury, let me explain the difference -- and it may seem odd, 

5 but there is a difference.  You can admit something into 

6 evidence.  You can also refresh somebody's recollection with 
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7 something, and it can be anything.  It can be a document.  It  8 

can be a flyer.  It can -- sometimes people listen to an audio  

9 recording where the jury can't hear.   

10 And so you can say, Does this refresh your 

11 recollection?  If they answer "yes," then you can ask 

them a 

12 follow-up question.  If they answer "no," then you're 

done, but 

13 it's not shown to you.  Sometimes it's both used to 

refresh and 14 is later admitted.  It depends on the 

document; okay. 

15 Mr. Lewis, you may proceed. 

16 MR. LEWIS:  Thank you, Judge.  Judge, this is 17 

composite -- from composite Exhibit 87 on the 

defense side, I 18 believe not yet admitted. 

19 THE COURT:  Not yet -- are you seeking to admit it? 

20 MR. LEWIS:  Yes, sir. 
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21 MR. GROGAN:  May I have a moment, Your Honor? 

THE COURT:  Certainly. 

(Discussion was held.) 

MR. GROGAN:  Your Honor, may we have a sidebar? 

THE COURT:  Certainly. 

(Following conference held at sidebar at 9:34 AM.) 

MR. KEEN:  Can I see the documents? 

Your Honor, our objection to the introduction of this 

4 would be that -- 

5 MR. FORMAN:  That's not being admitted.  This is being  6 

admitted. 

7 MR. KEEN:  Maybe that's part of the problem. 

8 Well, at this point we would object to lack of 

9 foundation, authenticity, as well as relevance to the 

entire -- 

10 THE COURT:  What's your good faith basis to believe 
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11 they're not authentic?  Doesn't the rule of 

authenticity require 12 you to have some good faith 

basis to challenge the authenticity? 

13 MR. KEEN:  Well, that's true.  That is true.  But I 

14 think the more important objection that we would have 

is that 

15 the full context of all of these would be hearsay and 

16 irrelevant.  If there's a particular text that 

they're trying to 

17 introduce, it would be hearsay, unless it's for 

impeachment, and 

18 I haven't heard him deny making any of these 

statements that 19 they're talking about in these 

texts.   

20 So that would be our objection; improper impeachment, 21 hearsay. 

MR. GROGAN:  608(b) as well, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Hold on.  We're not going to have two 
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lawyers speaking at one.  Actually, it should be you, 

Mr. Grogan, since it's your witness. 

MR. GROGAN:  Mr. Keen is tracking as well. 

THE COURT:  That's fine, but we're not going to have 

multiple lawyers.   

 4 Mr. Lewis, they object and say it's hearsay.  What's  5 the 

response? 

6 MR. LEWIS:  Judge, it is impeachment.  These are prior 

7 statements of the witness.  They've put the prior 

statements 

8 into controversy.  They've introduced this in their 

direct 

9 examination.  They've put the matter in controversy, 

and these 10 are the actual documents, I believe, and 

I can go through each 

11 one. 
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12 THE COURT:  Here's what you can do:  One, you can 13 refresh 

his recollection by saying, You said you didn't do this, 14 

show them one at the time. 

15 Number two, if you believe there's -- as opposed to a 

16 binder that's roughly 3 inches thick.  If you believe 

there's 

17 specific documents that come in, specific exchanges, 

and can 

18 articulate a basis by which they can come in, once 

you've laid 

19 the foundation -- I mean, once this gentleman says -- 

which a 

20 couple of them he said, Yes, I sent them, that 

satisfies -- even 

21 if -- you don't have to have a good faith basis for 

authenticity.  You can just say, Judge, we object to 

everything as not authentic.  The witness has just 

said, Yes, that's my cell phone number; yes, that's 



    75

Cross-Examination - Mr. White  

 1 

 2 

 3 

 

22 

23 

24 

25 

my text, so that's enough to satisfy the authenticity 

requirement under 900.   

I'll hear from Mr. Grogan.  What other than the 

witness acknowledging that it's, yes, that's my text message; 

yes, I sent it, yes, that's my phone -- what else is required 

4 for authenticity? 

5 MR. GROGAN:  I don't think there's anything else. 

6 THE COURT:  So then the question becomes is there an  

7 independent basis for it to be admitted into 

evidence, and y'all  8 can take them one exchange at a 

time. 

9 But I'm going to sustain the objection based on what's 

10 before me now, particularly as it relates to 3 inches 

of text 11 messages. 

12 MR. LEWIS:  Yes, sir. 
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13 THE COURT:  Let me also note:  There's -- there would 

14 be -- there's no way we can go through this entire 

binder now. 

15 There may be 403 issues.  There may be a host of other issues 16 

that relate to the 3 inches of text messages. 

17 (Sidebar concluded at 9:37 AM.) 18 THE COURT:  

Counsel, you may proceed. 

19 MR. LEWIS:  Thank you, Judge. 

20 BY MR. LEWIS:   

21 Q. So going back to what's before you on the screen, 

sir, which is part of Exhibit 87, and I'm currently 

referring to a particular page, that -- first of all, 

you identified that as Ricky Ramie -- a text between 

you and Chief Ramie; correct? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And that's an authentic and correct copy of the text that 

occurred between you and the chief; correct? 
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A. I can't answer that, but I remember that. 

4 Q. You say you remember it? 

5 A. I remember it, yes, sir. 

6 Q. Do you have any reason to think that this is not authentic?  

7 A. No, sir, but I can't confirm either. 

 8 Q. Didn't you just say that you had a text -- you had a phone;  9 

correct? 

10 A. Yes, sir. 

11 Q. You used it to text? 

12 A. Yes, sir. 

13 Q. You used it to text between you and Ricky Ramie, and I 

14 place before you a document that has Michael White, text 15 

messages between you and Ricky? 

16 A. If that is per se from my phone, I'll agree with it. 

17 Q. Whose phone could it be from? 
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18 A. I don't -- I didn't -- I didn't download this.  I don't 19 

know. 

20 MR. GROGAN:  Objection, Your Honor.  This isn't 21 Exhibit 

87.  This is the narrative document, I believe. 

MR. LEWIS:  Well, the content is -- 

THE COURT:  Hold on.  Hold on one second. 

MR. LEWIS:  Yes, sir.  I'm sorry. 

THE COURT:  My understanding is -- do y'all want to 

switch places?  Y'all can switch now. 

THE JUROR:  It's okay. 

THE COURT:  Are you sure? 

4 THE JUROR:  Yes. 

5 MR. LEWIS:  Place before the witness -- just the  6 

witness only, please -- what's actually in 87 so we 

can make 

7 sure. 
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8 BY MR. LEWIS:   

9 Q. I'm showing you now what's -- 

10 THE COURT:  Just so it's clear, Mr. Lewis, what you 

11 did was you're now showing an actual -- without 

reading it into 12 the record and saying anything 

about it, you're actually showing 13 the actual text 

messages. 

14 Before what you had was a summary of where the -- it 15 was 

cut-and-pasted from the actual text messages and it created 16 a 

summary; correct? 

17 MR. LEWIS:  Yes, sir. 

18 THE COURT:  You're now showing him the actual text 

19 messages? 

20 MR. LEWIS:  Yes, sir. 

21 THE COURT:  Fair enough. 

BY MR. LEWIS:   
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Q. So I would ask you, sir, to look at the text.   

You indicate to Ricky Ramie --  

MR. LEWIS:  Let's go up a little bit, Jeff, please. 

Thank you. 

BY MR. LEWIS:   

Q. And Mr. Ramie -- Chief Ramie says:  Can Creamer send you a 

4 copy of that ticket? 

5 MR. GROGAN:  Objection, Your Honor.  He's publishing  6 the 

exhibit. 

7 THE COURT:  Sustained.  Don't read into the record. 

8 You can ask him to read the top one and then ask him 

if it  9 refreshes his recollection. 

10 BY MR. LEWIS:   

11 Q. Does that refresh your recollection about whether you and 

12 Ricky Ramie exchanged this exact text message that we've been 

13 talking about. 
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14 A. Yes, sir.  I can see my phone number.  Yes, sir. 

15 Q. And so there's no question, what I've been talking to you 

16 about is the actual text between you and the former -- or the 

17 current chief of police of Lynn Haven.  There is no question 18 

about that; right? 

19 A. Well, if I take yours and put it to this and compare it 20 

side by side, I could give you a confirmation. 

21 Q. Okay.  In those texts you tell -- do you remember, does it 

refresh your recollection by looking at what we've shown you 

that you indicate to the chief -- 

MR. GROGAN:  Objection, Your Honor.  He's reading the 

messages again. 

MR. LEWIS:  I'm asking if it refreshes his 

recollection. 

THE COURT:  Well, he said it refreshes his 

4 recollection, and then you can just repeat the question:  

Isn't 
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5 it true you told the chief X? and then -- since he said it  6 

refreshes his recollection. 

7 BY MR. LEWIS:   

8 Q. So you did tell -- in fact, from where we started on this 

9 thing, you did tell the chief:  I'll tell him not to worry -- 

10 don't worry about the ticket; correct?  That exchange occurred; 

11 right? 

12 A. Can you scroll up just a little bit? 

13 Q. Yes. 

14 A. Yeah.  I said:  I tell him don't worry about the ticket. 

15 Then I said correct?  That was a question. 

16 Q. And he -- do you remember him responding saying:  Correct? 

17 A. Correct, yes, sir. 

18 Q. So after all that, what I suggested to you at the very 19 

beginning was the correct -- that comports with your memory; 20 

right? 
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21 A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Okay.  Sir, you have mentioned Ms. Anderson several times, 

and you've also mentioned cursing out people at your prior job.   

Do you remember that testimony? 

A. It wasn't at the job.  It was actually here in Tallahassee 

just right down the street -- 

Q. And -- 

A. -- at a bar. 

 4 Q. And that cursing people and showing yourself resulted  5 

ultimately in a lawsuit that you had to testify in; right? 

6 A. No, sir. 

7 Q. Do you remember the discrimination lawsuit that was filed  8 

against the co-op? 

9 A. That was nothing to do with that.  That was a long time 

10 before that.  That was for me not giving a lady a job.  That 

was 
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11 the discrimination.  There was nothing to do with that.  I 12 

cussed someone out at a different co-op that's down in South 13 

Florida. 

14 Q. But you do recall the lawsuit where you failed to promote 15 

women, and you were sued -- the co-op was sued? 

16 A. I've -- 

17 MR. GROGAN:  Objection, Your Honor.  Relevance, 403. 

18 THE COURT:  Overruled.   

19 You said yes you did; correct? 

20 THE WITNESS:  I was -- I was part of the lawsuit, 

yes, 21 sir. 

BY MR. LEWIS:   

Q. And you told the judge at the hearing back in December that 

you resigned that position; correct? 

A. I did. 

Q. You actually had to resign; isn't that correct? 
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A. They gave me an option. 

Q. Right. 

4 A. So I resigned.  I chose. 

5 Q. The option was either get fired or resign? 

6 A. I resigned. 

7 Q. No, not my question. 

8 The option was they gave you, either get fired or resign?  9 A. 

As I said, I had the choice.  I resigned. 

10 MR. LEWIS:  Judge, I'd ask you to direct the witness 11 to 

answer the question. 

12 THE COURT:  He did in a roundabout way. 

13 MR. LEWIS:  Okay. 

14 THE COURT:  Ask your next question. 

15 MR. LEWIS:  Yes, sir. 

16 BY MR. LEWIS:   
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17 Q. Mayor Anderson was also, obviously, a female; 

correct? 

18 A. Yes. 

19 Q. And you had problems with her being a strong, 

forceful 20 woman, didn't you? 

21 A. No, sir, I did not. 

Q. Well, I believe you told the jury earlier in your testimony 

that she would -- the reason you had trouble with her is she 

told you to do things and she wanted it done quickly? 

A. That does not mean that she -- I have a problem with that. 

Q. There was another female on the commission as well, 

Judy Tinder; correct? A. Correct. 

 4 Q. And you and -- do you recall exchanging a text message with  5 

Chief Ramie about her as well? 

6 A. Yes, sir. 

7 Q. The first part of the message you'll recall was a post, a  8 

Facebook post, and it was from Margo Anderson; right? 
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9 A. I can't -- you'll have to show me. 

10 Q. Okay. 

11 MR. LEWIS:  Let's go to that one, please, Jeff, and 12 just for 

him. 

13 (Discussion was held.) 

14 MR. LEWIS:  Then I'll approach, and while he's finding 15 

it, Judge, I'll see if I can refresh his recollection. 

16 THE COURT:  And just let him read it to himself. 

17 Don't comment on it. 

18 MR. LEWIS:  Yes. 

19 I don't want you to say it. 

20 THE COURT:  And then, Mr. White, he's just going to 

21 ask you, once you review that, if that refreshes your 

recollection about the exchange he was just asking 

you about. And then he may have a follow-up question 

depending on your answer of yes or no. 
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BY MR. LEWIS:   

Q. Have you had a chance to review the document? 

A. Yes, sir. 

4 Q. Does it refresh your recollection that you and Chief Ramie 

5 had an exchange between you and Chief Ramie about Commissioner  

6 Judy Tinder? 

7 A. Yes. 

8 Q. And it's the most vulgar, gross exchange imaginable;  9 

correct? 

10 MR. GROGAN:  Objection, Your Honor.  Relevance, 403. 

11 MR. LEWIS:  Judge, he's -- this is -- I'm sorry. 

12 THE COURT:  Overruled.  He can respond. 

13 BY MR. LEWIS:   

14 Q. It's the most inappropriate, foul, vile language 

that a 15 person could imagine; correct? 

16 A. You talking to me? 
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17 Q. Yes, sir. 

18 A. Oh, I didn't know. 

19 Q. You didn't know I was talking to you? 

20 A. Well, you was looking that way.  I didn't know. 

21 Q. Okay.  Well, the question was -- 

A. I don't -- 

Q. Let me repeat the question, sir. 

A. It depends on who's reading the words, I would say.  It's 

not nice, but I didn't say it. 

THE COURT:  Mr. Lewis, now that you've refreshed his 

recollection, if you'll step back to the podium. 

MR. LEWIS:  Yes, sir. 

4 THE COURT:  Thank you. 

5 BY MR. LEWIS:   

6 Q. Well, you'll recall -- and tell me if I'm wrong, 

if I need 
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7 to refresh your recollection again -- that you refer 

-- that 

8 Chief Ramie referred to -- you were talking about 

9 Mayor Anderson, and then I believe you said:  This 

lady knows 

10 how to push my buttons; correct? 

11 A. I was talking about Judy Tinder, I think. 

12 Q. Okay.  And then Chief Ramie -- 

13 MR. GROGAN:  Objection, Your Honor. 

14 THE COURT:  Sustained.  Don't read the document.  You 

15 can just ask him, Isn't it true that you said X. 

16 BY MR. LEWIS:   

17 Q. Isn't it true that you said that -- 

18 MR. LEWIS:  I don't want to use the language, Judge. 

19 Can I -- 

20 THE COURT:  We live in the real world.  We're all 21 

adults.  Just use the language. 
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MR. LEWIS:  Okay. 

BY MR. LEWIS:   

Q. Is it true that you said -- that Chief Ramie said to you 

when you said that:  What's her problem besides being a bitch? 

MR. GROGAN:  Objection, Your Honor. 

BY MR. LEWIS:   

Q. Do you recall that? 

4 MR. GROGAN:  It's not his statement. 

5 THE COURT:  Sustained, if you're asking him what  6 

somebody else said.  You can ask him what he said. 

7 BY MR. LEWIS:   

8 Q. In the context of the conversation, don't you 

recall where 

9 you said:  This lady knows how to push my buttons?  

Correct? 

10 A. I did say that. 
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11 Q. And you recall the chief saying:  What's her 

problem 

12 besides being a bitch? 

13 MR. GROGAN:  Objection, Your Honor. 

14 THE COURT:  Sustained as to what the other individual 

15 said, unless he agreed with it. 

16 BY MR. LEWIS:   

17 Q. Well, actually you did respond afterwards.  You didn't 18 

disagree -- you'll recall that you didn't disagree with the 19 

Chief's characterization, whatever it was; right? 

20 A. I didn't say anything about it. 

21 Q. Well, and then he indicated -- the Chief's referred to -

you'll recall that the chief referred to -- 

THE COURT:  Sustained as to what the chief said unless 

he agrees or adopts it; okay. 

MR. LEWIS:  Yes, sir. 
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BY MR. LEWIS:   

Q. After the chief made his remark, you said:  Absolutely. 

I'm tired of it. 

4 Do you recall saying that? 

5 A. I said:  Absolutely.  I'm tired of it. 

6 Q. And that was after the chief said - 7 MR. GROGAN:  

Objection, Your Honor. 

 8 THE COURT:  You've made your point.  You can ask  9 

another question. 

10 MR. LEWIS:  Yes, sir. 

11 BY MR. LEWIS:   

12 Q. Did you ever use that kind of language about a 

woman and 13 her parts and things like that? 

14 A. I've cussed.  I've said about everything you can think of 15 in 

the book, and I apologize for it. 
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16 Q. And this was all -- this isn't 

today, but this is back in 

17 2000 -18 A. '18. 

19 Q. -- '18. 

20 And you're testifying -- your memory that you're testifying 21 

to is to 2016, '17, '18; correct? A. Somewhere in there. 

Q. Am I wrong about the years? 

A. I would say -- I would say you're close.  Some of the things 

you said was a lot earlier than that. 

Q. Okay.  Do you think your memory of the events was better 

then or better now? 

A. Like most people, we tend to forget a lot as time goes on. 

4 Q. You indicated to -- 

5 MR. LEWIS:  Back to the -- back to this ELMO, please. 

6 THE COURT:  Yes, we can go ahead.  It's been over an  

7 hour.  We're going to go ahead and take a break. 
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8 Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, we're going to take 

9 a break.  Please leave your notes in your chair.  I'll 

remind 

10 you not to discuss this case, and when we come back, 

we'll 11 resume the testimony; okay. 

12 Thank you.  All rise for the jury. 

13 (Jury out at 9:51 AM.) 

14 THE COURT:  Please take your seats. 

15 Let me just circle back with a couple of the rulings.   

16 First, the point is well-taken.  We don't need to 

read 17 something into the record that has not been 

admitted. 

18 We're going to refresh somebody's recollection, show 

19 it to them, Does that refresh your recollection?  If 

it does, 

20 you can ask a follow-up question; if it doesn't -- 

this is 



    96

Cross-Examination - Mr. White  

 1 

 2 

 3 

 

22 

23 

24 

25 

21 cross-examination.  You're free to all day long, 

Isn't it true you previously said X? you know, if 

it's relevant and so forth, and you can vigorously 

examine him, but that's different than reading 

something off of a document that's not in evidence. 

Look, there's all kinds of -- the reason why I allowed 

things in that otherwise would probably not have come in, would 

have probably been a 403 issue, is when you imply to the jury 

that the witness's problems with -- 

 4 MR. LEWIS:  I'm sorry to interrupt.  Can we do this  5 

outside the presence of the witness? 

6 THE COURT:  Sure. 

7 MR. LEWIS:  I'm so sorry.  I don't mean to interrupt  

8 you.  I'm sorry. 

9 THE COURT:  It's appropriate. 

10 (Mr. White exited the courtroom.) 
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11 THE COURT:  And the point is well-taken, Mr. Lewis. 

12 We don't need to coach a witness about any point or 

fact that 13 may come up again.  The witness has 

stepped out. 

14 Look, we've implied to the jury that Mayor Anderson 

is 

15 a bad apple and that Mayor Anderson is trying to 

coerce him into 

16 doing things, and the cross-examination is, No, 

you've got a 

17 problem with women, and you've got a problem with 

18 Mayor Anderson.  You've got a problem with -- and 

this isn't 19 something new, and I'm not just pulling 

this out of a hat. 20 You've been sued for your 

actions with women before. 

21 That's -- I get that it's tangential, but, quite 
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frankly, the collateral references to Anderson -- I mean, once 

somebody introduces a topic and that skunk is unleashed in the 

courtroom, Mr. Lewis gets to respond to it.  So it only became 

relevant and it would only overcome a 403 objection based on 
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Mr. Lewis being forced to respond to what was implied during 

the direct examination. 

If it hadn't been implied during the direct 

4 examination, I absolutely would not have allowed Mr. Lewis to go 

5 down that trail, just as, quite frankly, I wouldn't have allowed 

6 any of the racial statements or any of that to come in.  In 

7 fact, I believe by prior order I had excluded it.  It's only 

8 being brought up and discussed in light of the sudden epiphany, 

9 like Saul on the road to Damascus, that Mr. White discovered 10 

these notes and turned them over in January. 

11 So I want to make plain, this is ever evolving, and 

12 some of this is contrary to my pretrial rulings, but 

it's 13 because things have changed since then.  But 

that's the basis of 14 my ruling.   

15 But let's -- again, Mr. Lewis, I've already -- and I 
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16 know you are trying to move things along, but let's 

be careful 17 with the refreshing your recollection 

and not reading a document 18 into the record. 

19 We are going to take a ten-minute break.  We'll come 20 back at 

10:05. 

21 Court is in recess. 

(Recess taken at 9:55 AM.) 

(Resumed at 10:05 AM.) 

THE COURT:  We are back on the record.  Please take 

your seats. 

The witness is still out of the courtroom. 

Mr. Grogan, you said you wanted to bring something up? 

MR. GROGAN:  Your Honor, we just want to point out it  

4 looks like the next line of questioning might be bringing up  5 

more text messages about Mr. White using the N-word. 

6 And our position would be it's 403, cumulative.  He's 
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7 already admitted it.  He said he used it in texts.  

And it's  8 improper impeachment. 

9 THE COURT:  I'll hear from Mr. Lewis. 

10 MR. LEWIS:  Not exactly where I'm going. 

11 I do at some point want to get into the timing a 

12 little more precisely, about how it appears in the 

notes.  But 

13 it is -- I don't plan on any more -- I do want to go 

through 14 some more text messages. 

15 THE COURT:  Let me, though, say what doesn't get to 

16 happen.  Just as the defense doesn't get to -- the 

Old Chief and 17 its progeny -- doesn't get to 

stipulate away the government's 18 case, the 

government's witness doesn't get to stipulate away 

the 19 stink in the room. 

20 So Mr. Lewis gets to cross-examine this witness 
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21 thoroughly about the timing and the disclosure of 

these statements, what was and wasn't made before and 

when it did and did not happen.  And so it doesn't -- 

just because somebody says, I used the N-word, 

doesn't mean that Mr. Lewis doesn't get to cross 

about this late disclosure of this statement that 

we've 

never heard before.  So that's a different issue. 

(Discussion between the attorneys.) MR. 

GROGAN:  We are ready, Your Honor. 

4 THE COURT:  Very good. 

5 And let me make plain, since I see a bunch of chatter, 

6 didn't say, didn't imply, didn't hint at, didn't even 

think that 

7 that means that Mr. Lewis gets to spend an hour and a 

half going 

8 through other -- every text message and getting him to 
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9 acknowledge what he's already acknowledged.  Didn't 

say it, so 

10 I'm not sure what the head shaking back and forth, no, 

like 11 somebody needs to go see a medical doctor is 

about. 

12 What I said was that I agree that generally you don't 

13 get to keep examining somebody once they've agreed to 

something. 

14 But what I've acknowledged was what Mr. Lewis 

suggested, was 15 that doesn't mean that he doesn't 

get to put things in context 16 and a timeline.   

17 So I stand by my ruling, and I'm not sure why there 18 was any 

ambiguity that resulted in the shaking of heads. 

19 Let's bring in the witness. 

20 (Mr. White entered the courtroom.) 

21 THE COURT:  Mr. White, do you need another bottle of 

water? 
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THE WITNESS:  I should be okay. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  If you need more, just let us know. 

We have a bunch of them over here. 
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You can take your seat. 

Let's bring in the jury. 

(Jury in at 10:09 AM.) 

4 THE COURT:  Actually, let's go sidebar really quickly. 

5 Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, if you'll just hang  

6 tight, let me add something to the record. 

7 (Following conference held at sidebar at 10:10 AM.) 

8 THE COURT:  What I also failed to note on the record 

9 is I don't believe this witness has ever acknowledged 

that he 

10 sent the text messages that were identified in the 

December 

11 hearing.  What he said was, I've used the N-word, 

generally. 

12 That could have been 50 years ago; that could have 

been last 
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13 week.  I don't believe he actually admitted that he 

sent the 14 text messages that he was inquired -- 

asked about. 

15 Was he -- did he admit that he sent those texts? 

16 MR. GROGAN:  I believe I asked him on direct, Your 

17 Honor, whether he had used that kind of language 

while he was 

18 city manager, and he said he did.  And I think I 

asked him a 

19 question about the text messages as well:  Did you -- 

were those 20 in the text messages?  I believe I 

asked him that question. 

21 THE COURT:  Right.  I think it was more general.  I 

don't believe he ever acknowledged that -- the specific exact 

text messages that Mr. Lewis was inquiring about.  So that's 

also different.  But if he says yes, then you'll get to ask 17 

times, but I think that's also another wrinkle. 
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(Sidebar concluded at 10:11 AM.) 

BY MR. LEWIS:   

Q. Mr. White -- 

4 MR. LEWIS:  May I proceed? 

5 THE COURT:  You may, sir. 

6 BY MR. LEWIS:   

7 Q. Do you recall the text messages that I showed you 

in  8 December -- of our December hearing a few months 

ago that had  9 the N-word in it? 

10 A. The one I wrote? 

11 Q. Yes. 

12 A. I remember that. 

13 Q. And you do admit sending those back and forth? 14 A. I don't 

know about those, but I remember me using that 15 word. 

16 Q. Okay.  In your text in writing with the chief of police? 17 A. 

I can't remember who it was with. 
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18 Q. Okay.  The -- and you'll agree that you and the chief of 19 

police -- current chief of police also talked about setting up 20 

people? 

21 A. No. 

MR. LEWIS:  May I approach, Judge? 

THE COURT:  You may. 

BY MR. LEWIS:   

Q. I'd ask you to read -- 

THE COURT:  Just to yourself, sir. 

BY MR. LEWIS:   

Q. -- to yourself and see if that refreshes your recollection 

4 about the series of texts between you and Chief Ricky Ramie. 

5 A. Yes. 

6 Q. You did send texts back and forth between you and the chief  

7 about setting a lady up and used the words "Let's set up her" 

- 8 "Let's set her ass up"? 
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9 A. No.  That ain't what that text says. 

10 Q. Please see if it refreshes your recollection again.  Please 

11 read it carefully. 

12 A. It doesn't say what you just said. 

13 THE COURT:  Don't read it out loud. 

14 MR. LEWIS:  I won't. 

15 BY MR. LEWIS:   

16 Q. I'd ask you to read this line that I'm pointing at 

right 17 here. 

18 A. I thought you was talking about here. 

19 Q. The line that says -- I'm not going to say it.  The line 

20 that I'm pointing at right here, does that refresh your 

21 recollection about whether or not you and the chief were 

texting back and forth, and you said, "Let's" -- "Yes, let's 

set her ass up"? 
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A. It say, Okay.  I told him, let's set her ass up.  That's 

what it says.  And it wasn't referring to actually setting 

someone up?  It was referring to set her up to actually go 

ahead and arrest her because she wouldn't quit. Q. She was 

arrested that night? 

4 A. I don't know. 

5 Q. James Finch never bribed you? 

6 A. No. 

7 Q. He never paid you money? 

8 A. No. 

9 Q. Do you recall actually texting back and forth with 10 James 

Finch? 

11 A. I don't recall. 

12 Q. Do you recall if he was even in any of these 

31,000 pages 

13 of texts that -- 
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14 A. I don't think James texts.  I think he just 

answers the 

15 phone.  I don't think -- he's got a flip phone, or 

did, I think. 

16 Q. Do you recall texting about James Finch in your 

texts? 

17 A. I don't know. 

18 MR. LEWIS:  May I approach, Judge? 

19 THE COURT:  You may. 

20 BY MR. LEWIS:   

21 Q. I'm showing you a document and ask you to read 

(indicating).  See if that refreshes your 

recollection as to whether or not there was some 

mention of Mr. Finch in your texts. 

A. Could you show me the actual text message?  Because that's 

from your copy.  I'm not sure.  I want to make sure for you. 

Q. You want to see the ones with the balloons and the actual 

numbers? 
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4 A. Yes.  Yes, sir, please. 

5 Q. Okay. 

6 A. So I know who I'm talking to, because that doesn't - 7 MR. 

LEWIS:  Let's put on the screen, please,  8 Mr. Forman, what is 

1834. 

 9 THE COURT:  And to the witness, if you need them to 10 scroll 

something or something, just let them know; okay? 

11 THE WITNESS:  Yes. 

12 BY MR. LEWIS:   

13 Q. Okay.  At the top of the page on the right side 

with the -14 in the green box, do you see that, sir? 

15 A. Yes, sir, I do. 

16 Q. And the text below it? 

17 A. Yes, sir. 

18 Q. By the way, let me ask you if -- if the -- what you are 
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19 looking at to refresh your recollection on the screen is any 20 

different at all than the document I showed you to refresh your 

21 recollection.  Any differences at all? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. What are they? 

A. Yours is one run-on text, and it's actually two different 

texts. 

Q. Okay.  But the language -- is there any difference in the 

language? 

A. No, sir. 

4 Q. Exactly the same language; correct? 

5 A. Yes, sir. 

6 Q. And you recall -- does that refresh your recollection about  

7 texting about James Finch? 

8 A. I probably did that, yes, sir. 

9 Q. Okay. 
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10 A. I did that. 

11 Q. And in that, the only text about James Finch was 

he had had 

12 a stroke -- 

13 MR. GROGAN:  Objection, Your Honor. 

14 THE COURT:  Sustained. 

15 BY MR. LEWIS:   

16 Q. Do you recall texting he had a stroke -- 

17 MR. GROGAN:  Objection, Your Honor. 

18 MR. LEWIS:  I'm not reading from the document. 19 THE 

COURT:  Sustained.  We not going to get into 20 

specific medical issues. 

21 MR. LEWIS:  All right. 

BY MR. LEWIS:   

Q. So to further clarify, you told -- I think you told the jury 

that certainly at this time, mentally, physically, you were in 

a bad place.  Do you remember that? 
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A. I didn't say that.  I just said I was struggling with 

bipolar and alcohol. 

Q. Do you have any recollection of texting, again, a friend 

4 that you were in a bad place in your life? 

5 A. I need to see the text message. 

6 Q. Okay.  Is it fair to say that you won't agree with me on  7 

any of these texts until you see them? 

 8 A. That's correct, because I can't remember exactly -- you  9 

mentioned earlier 30-something thousand texts.  I can't remember 10 

every one of them.  That's the reason I'm asking you. 

11 Q. I appreciate that. 

12 But at any point after -- especially after the December 

13 hearing where text messages were brought up -- you 

remember 14 that; right? 

15 A. Yes, sir. 
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16 Q. The original text messages, do you know whose possession 17 

they are in? 

18 A. I'd imagine the government's. 

19 Q. And at any point prior to today's hearing, did they sit 20 

down with you and go through them one by one? 

21 A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know why? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Did -- 

MR. GROGAN:  Objection, Your Honor.  Relevance and 

403. 

THE COURT:  Sustained. 

Don't ask the witness why the government does what it 

4 does. 

5 MR. LEWIS:  Yes, sir. 

6 BY MR. LEWIS:   
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7 Q. Did the special agent from the FBI -- let me ask 

you this: 

8 How many times did you meet with the government prior 

to your  9 testimony today? 

10 A. Like I mentioned earlier, 8, 10, somewhere.  I'm just 11 

guessing.  I didn't write down every one of them. 

12 Q. Uh-huh.  And the plea agreement itself requires you to be 13 

available almost without restriction; correct? 

14 A. Yes, sir, to tell the truth. 

15 Q. The plea agreement itself always requires you to be 16 

available to the government; correct? 

17 A. And tell the truth, yes, sir. 

18 Q. Okay.  And even without your lawyer being present, you've 

19 got to report -- 

20 A. There is a statement in there, something about even without 

21 the lawyer. 
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Q. If they call you, then you've got to be available? 

A. I had to make myself available. 

Q. Do you have any recollection of texting back and forth with 

Ben Lee? 

A. Yes, I've texted with Ben. 

Q. And do you recall texting Ben telling him in your words:  I 

need a lot of money? 

4 A. Can you show me the text, please? 

5 Q. Yes. 

6 A. The bubble one, please. 

7 MR. LEWIS:  Bring up, please, Jeff, 4 -- excuse me. 

8 (Discussion was held.)  9 BY MR. LEWIS:   

10 Q. Who was Ben Lee? 

11 A. A banker for the City. 

12 Q. Okay.  Now -- excuse me -- the Derwin that you've mentioned 

13 to the ladies and gentlemen is Derwin White; correct? 
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14 A. Correct. 

15 Q. No relation to you, Michael White? 

16 A. No, sir. 

17 Q. And you're no relation to Mickey White; correct? 

18 A. No, sir. 

19 Q. Mickey White was the owner of ECS? 

20 A. Correct. 

21 Q. And he's the man that you had known for a long time; 

correct? 

A. I've known for a while, yes, sir. 

Q. And you brought him in as owner of ECS; right? 

A. The mayor, I did, and the lawyer, yes, sir. 

Q. ECS, but do you know whether or not Mayor Anderson had any 

relation with Mickey White? A. Do I know? 

4 Q. Yes. 

5 A. You have to ask them that. 
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6 Q. Do you have any independent knowledge that she knew him? 

7 A. She talked to him regular, so -- once again, to get the  8 

correct answer, you ought to ask her and him.  

9 Q. Right.  But you're the one who brought him in; correct? 

10 A. Huh? 

11 Q. You were the one who brought Mickey White in? 

12 A. Yes, to talk with us.  Yes. 

13 Q. Yes.  And Mickey White owned ECS; correct? 

14 A. Correct. 

15 Q. And Mickey White wound up having all the contract work to 16 

pick up the debris; correct? 

17 A. Not all of it, no, sir. 

18 Q. Almost all of it? 

19 A. No, sir. 

20 Q. To the tune of millions of dollars; right? 

21 A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. And you wrote those checks; correct? 

A. No, sir, I didn't write them. 

Q. Well, they were coming out of the City's account; correct? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You were getting a register; correct? 

A. And the mayor was as well, yes, sir. 

Q. You know, I didn't ask you that. 

4 A. Oh, I was just helping you. 

5 Q. Well, I understand you want to help. 

6 A. Okay. 

7 Q. I asked you about what you did.  Do you understand that? 

8 A. Yeah. 

9 Q. You were the city manager; correct? 

10 A. Yes, sir. 

11 Q. You had control over the departments; correct? 

12 A. Yes, sir. 
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13 Q. The mayor was a single vote on the commission; right? 14 A. 

And also in charge of signing off on the registers, yes, 

15 sir. 

16 Q. Did you ask me that question -- did you hear me ask you 17 

that question? 

18 A. No, sir, but I was helping you.  Sorry. 

19 Q. Well, I don't need your help, sir. 

20 A. Okay. 

21 Q. I'd ask you to answer the question. 

The mayor had one vote on the commission; correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You mentioned to counsel for the government that you had 

rented some property -- you had a renter in your property; 

correct? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. And this was right after the hurricane; right?  4 

A. It was before the hurricane.  I had renters in --  5 Q. 

Right before the hurricane? 

6 A. -- a couple properties. 

7 Q. And you needed that person out of your property; correct? 

8 A. Well, the home was destroyed. 

9 Q. Not my question. 

10 You needed that person out of your house; right? 11 A. The home 

was -- they could not live in the house, so they 12 needed to 

leave, yes.  It was unsanitary. 

13 Q. Has anyone told you from the government or anybody not to 14 

answer my questions? 

15 A. No, sir.  I'm answering your questions. 

16 Q. Do you understand the difference between a question that's 

17 just asking for a yes and no and one that requires an 18 

explanation? 
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19 A. Well, I want to make sure the jury hears the question 20 

framed right. 

21 Q. Do you recall in the course of these texts telling your 

wife that you hate yourself most of the time? A. Could you 

show me that, please? 

Q. My question is do you recall it.  If you don't, just tell 

the jury. 

A. I've said that in the past. 

Q. All right. 

A. Attribute to the bipolar, yes, sir. 

 4 Q. Now, when you say "bipolar," bipolar is a disorder;  5 

correct? 

6 A. Yes, sir. 

7 Q. It's a mental and psychological disorder; right? 

8 A. Yes, sir. 

9 Q. Nothing to be ashamed of; people have it; right? 
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10 A. Yes, sir. 

11 Q. But it causes people to lose a grasp on reality, doesn't 

12 it? 

13 A. Some people. 

14 Q. It can cause people to hear or see things that aren't 15 

there; isn't that correct? 16 A. That's what they say. 

17 Q. It can cause people to imagine scenarios no one else 18 

experiences; correct? 

19 A. I don't know that. 

20 Q. It can also create ideas in your mind? 

21 A. I'm not aware of that. 

Q. Well, you have gone -- you told the jury, and you answered 

the questions from the prosecutor, that you've gone to a 

psychiatrist and to a psychologist; correct? A. Correct. 

Q. You've seen them both; right? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. And, actually, you've started a blog as a result of that, 

4 haven't you? 

5 A. Not as a result of that, no, sir. 

6 Q. You started a blog? 

7 A. I have started a blog.  Yes, sir, I have. 

8 Q. And did you discuss this blog with the government?  9 A. I 

told them about it Wednesday that I've got a blog.  I 10 just 

mentioned it. 

11 Q. When did you tell them about it? 

12 A. Wednesday. 

13 Q. Do you know whether or not they've looked at it? 

14 A. I don't have a clue. 

15 Q. Did they ask you questions? 

16 A. It's not for them; it's for me. 

17 Q. Did they ask you questions about your blog? 

18 A. No. 
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19 Q. Do you remember in your blog saying on 2-15-23:  I felt a 

20 sense of pride when I was first indicted? 

21 A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You also wrote in your blog -- in December of '19, you 

describe an experience how the devil personally and -- had 

visited you, the devil? 

A. Yes, sir.  Yes, sir.  I'm a religious man now and a lot 

more religious than I was, and, yes, that's my personal 

experiences I was sharing.  I'm sharing and trying to heal from 

what I've went through. 

 4 Q. You also describe in your January 20th blog post how the  5 

devil had visited you a second time? 

6 A. Yes. 

7 Q. And you describe it in detail how -- you describe him as a  8 

he, and he comes over and he hovers right above you; right? 

9 A. Yes, sir. 
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10 Q. And he suffocated you? 

11 A. Yes, sir. 

12 Q. You couldn't breathe? 

13 A. Absolutely.  Amen to that. 

14 Q. You also describe your encounter with the FBI in Alabama, 15 

right, in November -- your November 19, 2019 blog entry? 

16 A. Yes, sir. 

17 Q. You were working at the car dealership up there; right? 

18 A. I was working for one, yes, sir. 

19 Q. And the FBI shows up, and you describe the whole thing in 20 

your blog how that occurs? 

21 A. Some points of it, yes, sir. 

Q. You were arrested, taken down to arraignment in Birmingham; 

right? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And eventually after that you were presented to a judge and 

released on -- or you had to appear down here in the Northern 
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District of Florida -A. 

Eventually. 

4 Q. -- right? 

5 A. Eventually, yes, sir, I did. 

6 Q. You saw, then, for the first time the indictment that  7 was 

-- had been brought against you; right? 

8 A. I think when I came down here, yes, sir. 

9 Q. These were the charges that the FBI and the U.S. Government 

10 had laid against you; correct? 

11 A. Yes, sir. 

12 Q. And the charges -- let's discuss that a little bit. 

13 The charges are laid out in a lengthy indictment; right? 

14 A. Yes, sir. 

15 Q. 40 or 50 pages; correct? 

16 A. I don't know how many page; it's a lot. 

17 Q. Have you read your indictment? 
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18 A. Oh, yeah. 

19 Q. And you've looked at it; correct? 

20 A. Yes, sir. 

21 Q. You know what it says; right? 

A. Most of it, yes, sir.  I remember it. 

Q. It talks about how you and others had stolen money from the 

City of Lynn Haven; right? 

A. I think I mentioned that earlier, yes, sir. 

Q. I understand that, but my question was yes or no. 

The indictment talks about how you and others had stolen 

money from the City of Lynn Haven; correct? 

4 A. Yes, sir. 

5 Q. And not to the tune of 35,000; correct? 

6 A. I didn't say I stole $35,000. 

7 Q. My question was not to the tune of $35,000; correct? 

8 A. Correct. 
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9 Q. The indictment itself talks in the terms of millions of 10 

dollars; correct? 

11 A. I think it's like 1.5 something. 

12 Q. Actually, it goes up to, when you add it up, almost 13 

$5 million total; correct? 14 A. No, I don't think so. 

15 Q. The conspiracy that you were involved in involved ECS 16 

billing, cheating the city government; correct? 

17 A. Cheating FEMA, yes, sir. 

18 Q. And lying about it by submitting false invoices? 

19 A. That I was not aware of, yes, sir.  I was aware of my home. 

20 I was aware of what he done at my house; the other things, I 21 

wasn't. 

Q. So you're telling the jury that you're not responsible for 

that part? 

A. Oh, I'm responsible because -- 

Q. Please.  I ask you again -- the Judge doesn't want us to 



    132

Cross-Examination - Mr. White  

 1 

 2 

 3 

 

22 

23 

24 

25 

talk over each other -- let me finish my question and then 

answer; okay?  Can we do that? 

The indictment talks in terms of ECS and the theft that was 

4 occurring under your watch; correct? 

5 A. Yes. 

6 Q. You told the jury about how Mr. Finch and others had  7 

interviewed you; correct? 

8 A. I met with them, yes, sir. 

9 Q. Mr. Finch never offered you anything; correct? 

10 A. No, sir. 

11 Q. He didn't offer you any money; correct? 

12 A. No, sir. 

13 Q. He didn't offer you any position; correct? 

14 A. No, sir. 

15 Q. He -- nothing to influence you in any way, shape, or form; 

16 right? 
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17 A. No, sir. 

18 Q. You, on the other hand, were being bribed; correct? 19 A. 

When?  What are you talking about?  I mean, it's kind of an 20 

open end. 

21 Q. Well, we're talking about the hurricane period that you've 

talked about on direct. 

A. I was given $35,000 as a gift, yes. 

Q. And you understand that Mr. White, Mickey White, your 

friend, says the number is 172,000? 

MR. GROGAN:  Objection, Your Honor. 

BY MR. LEWIS:   

Q. Do you understand that or not? 

4 THE COURT:  Hold on.  The objection? 

5 MR. GROGAN:  Hearsay. 

6 THE COURT:  Overruled. 

7 BY MR. LEWIS:   
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8 Q. Do you know that or not? 

9 A. I don't know what he said.  I've not read his 

stuff. 

10 Q. Have you talked to him? 

11 A. I've spoken to him. 

12 Q. In fact, when you were first arrested, you were 

with him; 13 correct? 

14 A. No. 

15 Q. You had come down -- excuse me.  Beg your pardon.  16

 Eventually, you came down and you talked to Mickey White 

17 about the case; correct? 

18 A. Yes, eventually.  Yes. 

19 Q. And y'all talked about -- because he was indicted in the 20 

same case; correct? 

21 A. Correct. 
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Q. And, again, Mickey White -- you were the city manager; 

right? 

A. Yes.  Yes. 

Q. Mickey White owned ECS; correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And then a lot of other people below were indicted who were 

out actually doing some of the illegal conduct; is that a fair 

4 statement? 

5 A. That's a fair statement. 

6 Q. Now, the proffer that you've -- the government asked you 

7 about a proffer.  Do you remember that?  One of your very first 

8 meetings with the FBI, Special Agent Borghini; do you remember 

9 that? 

10 A. Yes, sir. 

11 Q. And that was over the period of around December 11, 2019; 12 

correct? 
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13 A. I would guess. 

14 Q. At that point you didn't mention anything about any texts 15 

whatsoever in that proffer, did you? 

16 A. Texts?  What texts? 

17 Q. Any texts? 

18 A. I didn't.  They had my phone.  I'm sure they had my texts. 

19 I didn't have to ask. 

20 Q. Well, you said to the jury that you read your reports 21 

before you came in here. 

A. Yes, but I didn't read all the texts. 

Q. Did the reports, to your recollection, mention anything 

about texts? 

A. The reports I read might have said something about texts, 

but it wasn't the actual text messages. 

Q. You did talk about -- and you were immunized at this point; 

correct? 
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4 A. I was what? 

5 Q. Had the government given you at this point immunity from  6 

whatever you were saying to them? 

7 A. Yes, part of the proffer.  Yes, sir. 

8 Q. Yes.  In other words, whatever you said wouldn't be used by  

9 the government; it was immunized? 

10 A. Yes, sir. 

11 Q. That was your understanding? 

12 A. Yes, sir. 

13 Q. So you told -- and that was a benefit that you got as a 14 

result of this proffer and ultimately your plea; correct? 

15 A. I would see it as a benefit, yes, sir. 

16 Q. Yes. 

17 You talked about Jimmy Stanford who is corrupt people at 

18 the -- 
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19 MR. GROGAN:  Objection, Your Honor.  Relevance, 403; 20 

order in limine. 

21 THE COURT:  Sustained. 

MR. LEWIS:  May I rephrase? 

THE COURT:  Yes. 

BY MR. LEWIS:   

Q. You talked about law enforcement corruption; correct? 

MR. GROGAN:  Same objection, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  I'm going to allow him to just explore 

general topics that had nothing to do with this case just to  

4 point out that it was -- the discussions went beyond just the  5 

subject matter.   

 6 So in that limited basis, you can ask some follow-up  7 

questions. 

8 BY MR. LEWIS:   

9 Q. You talked about law enforcement corruption, did you not, 
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10 sir? 

11 A. Yes. 

12 Q. And you talked about -- actually, you gave them some detail 

13 about how your ticket got taken care of, correct, your DUI 14 

ticket? 

15 A. I didn't get a DUI ticket. 

16 Q. You got a DUI? 

17 A. I got charged. 

18 Q. You got arrested for DUI? 

19 A. I told them how the situation went through. 

20 Q. And you gave them detail.  You said, quote:  Everything was 

21 taken care of; correct? 

A. Yes.  As I mentioned earlier that I met with Derwin, gave 

him the money, and he was getting with a lawyer to take care of 

the situation for me. 

Q. But it wasn't just a lawyer.  It was actually one of the 
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state attorneys that was paid; correct? 

A. Not that I'm aware of. 

Q. You met Greg Wilson after that, didn't you? 

4 A. I knew Greg Wilson, yes. 

5 Q. And you knew Greg Wilson was involved in that process;  6 

correct? 

 7 A. Yes.  I knew he was involved with it, but I did not meet  8 

with Greg Wilson.  I didn't. 

9 Q. You never had to go to court; correct? 

10 A. No, I didn't. 

11 Q. And the ticket resolved itself; correct? 

12 A. I was -- my license was taken away for a year.  I had to do 

13 some driving schools and things just like anyone else. 14 Q. 

Well, actually, the resolution of that case, sir, wasn't 15 

just like anyone else, was it? 

16 A. As far as I know.  I'm not a lawyer.  I can't answer that. 
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17 Q. All right.  You also in there -- as I was reviewing them, 18 

you did say -- again, I just want to make sure -- you reviewed 

19 the original 2019 DEA -- FBI report; right? 

20 A. The 302s? 

21 Q. The 302s.  I'm sorry.  Got my agencies mixed up. A. What 

they supplied to me I looked at, yes, sir. 

Q. You said in there the mayor would get drunk and text you. 

Do you remember saying that? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where are those texts? 

A. Where are those texts? 

Q. Yes, where she's drunk texting you. 

4 A. I deleted them because it made me mad. 

5 Q. So the mayor that you're claiming you have evidence  6 

against, you deleted those texts? 
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 7 A. I didn't claim I had evidence against the mayor.  I just  8 

said I deleted them because it was 10:00, 11:00 o'clock at night  9 

and it just made me mad. 

10 Tell me how she's going to blast me on Facebook, blast me 

11 in the news media, you know -- 

12 Q. She thought you were doing a bad job? 

13 A. No.  If you'll look at one of the text messages, I 

think it 14 mentions where she's going to give me a 

$10,000 bonus. 

15 Q. So that text message you do remember? 

16 A. That's what I just said. 

17 Q. Okay.  I'm just trying to figure out which text messages 18 

you remember and which you don't. 

19 A. I remember them all. 

20 Q. Didn't you tell the jury -- why are we going through this 21 

exercise? 
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A. I'm sitting here saying I remember all about the mayor, 

about me deleting those texts, about her giving me -- said 

she's going to give me $10,000, but she couldn't because she 

was up for re-election and it wouldn't look good.  After re-

election she said she was going to give me a $10,000 bonus for 

such a good job I done during the storm. 

Q. Anything else you want to add? 

4 A. I may. 

5 Q. You remember all those texts, but you don't remember the  6 

ones where you were using the N-word or where you were using - 7 

talking about women in a certain way? 

 8 A. That wasn't necessarily a text.  That was some also of her  9 

talking to me. 

10 Q. Now, there's nothing in -- do you remember seeing anything 

11 in that first proffer, that debriefing, about a Sheffield Park 

12 meeting? 
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13 A. I can't remember. 

14 Q. Well, you've talked about it; right? 

15 A. I told them about it, yes, sir. 

16 Q. And the first meeting would have been an important meeting; 

17 right? 

18 A. Yes, sir, and I told them. 

19 MR. LEWIS:  Let's see the notes, please, of the FBI 20 report. 

21 Let's put those in front of the witness only. 

(Discussion between the attorneys.) 

BY MR. LEWIS:   

Q. All right.  Sir, I'm going to put in front of you some 

notes.  There's a document, and you did -- I believe you did 

say you've -- you did or did not review this prior to today? A. 

I reviewed the ones that was typed up. 

Q. Okay. 
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 4 A. So I don't know about the comparison.  I don't know.  5 Q. So 

the notes would be the agent -- as he was sitting there,  6 he was 

writing out what you were saying? 

7 A. Yes, sir.  Yes, sir.  He wrote handwritten. 

8 Q. And you saw the agent do that? 

9 A. I saw him handwriting them, yes, sir. 

10 Q. And that happened every single time you met with him, 11 

didn't it? 

12 A. Yes, sir. 

13 Q. Although there was a couple of times over the phone, I 14 

believe, where they called you? 

15 A. Yes, sir. 

16 Q. So you wouldn't know actually whether they wrote it out? 

17 A. I don't know what they wrote, no, sir. 

18 Q. All right.  But all these meetings were -- generated a 19 

report; correct? 
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20 A. Yes, what they shared with me, yes, sir, the 302s. 

21 Q. How many 302s did they share with you? A. I can't 

recall the number. 

Q. Do you have a copy? 

A. I was giving access through the Internet.  I didn't make a 

copy of it, no, sir. 

Q. Did they tell you not to print them out? 

A. No, sir, they didn't.  They didn't tell me anything like 

that.  They didn't give me any stipulations. 

4 Q. Do you remember receiving a subpoena in this case? 

5 A. My lawyer did. 

6 Q. Right.  And he showed you that subpoena; right?  7 A. He 

emailed me a letter.  I think he showed me -- he sent  8 the 

subpoena as well. 

 9 Q. And that was a subpoena from -- not from the government, 10 

but from Mr. Lewis and Mr. Forman; right? 
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11 A. Yes, sir, from y'all. 

12 Q. On behalf of Mr. Finch? 

13 A. Yes, sir. 

14 Q. And that subpoena was dated 3-6-23; correct? 

15 A. Can you scroll -- yeah, I see it now.  Yes, sir. 

16 MR. LEWIS:  Judge, I don't have this marked, but I -- 

17 after the -- if I can lay some foundation, I may mark 

it and -- 

18 THE COURT:  That's fine.  You can show it to opposing 

19 counsel first. 

20 MR. LEWIS:  Yes.  I believe they have a copy. 

21 BY MR. LEWIS:   

Q. That subpoena required you to bring not only yourself; 

correct? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. But it also required you to bring any documents, papers, 

anything related to the case; correct? A. Yes, sir. 
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MR. LEWIS:  Thank you.  May I approach? 

4 THE COURT:  You may. 

5 BY MR. LEWIS:   

6 Q. Showing you what will be marked for identification 

as -- 

7 MR. FORMAN:  Exhibit 121. 

8 MR. LEWIS:  -- Defense 121 -- I'm sorry I didn't have  

9 this premarked, Judge.  I apologize. 

10 THE COURT:  No worries. 

11 MR. GROGAN:  Your Honor, we'd object to this as to 

12 relevance and 403. 

13 THE COURT:  Well, he's going to show it to him first, 14 and 

then we'll go sidebar if he can identify it. 

15 BY MR. LEWIS:   

16 Q. What is 121, please? 

17 A. This is the subpoena. 
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18 Q. Is it the one you received? 

19 A. Pretty sure it is. 

20 Q. And it required you to bring certain documents, did it not? 

21 A. It said that. 

Q. You understand what a subpoena is? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. It's a court order? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And it's issued on behalf of Chief Judge Walker and the 

court; right? 

A. Yes, sir. 

4 Q. And not only does it require you to appear in court, but to 

5 answer -- 

6 A. Truthfully. 

7 Q. Well, that's presumed.  It doesn't say that, but that's  8 

presumed. 
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 9 It actually required you to bring records, memos, FBI 10 

reports, receipts, notes, charts, writings or papers; isn't that 

11 true? 

12 A. Yes, sir. 

13 Q. And did you comply with that subpoena? 

14 A. No, sir, I didn't.  I had gave everything to the 

15 government, so -- 

16 Q. Did you give them your blog? 

17 A. I told them about it and gave them the address, which is 18 

owningmymistakes.com. 

19 Q. So they have a copy of the blog? 

20 A. I don't know if they do.  I gave them the web address. 

21 Q. Did you give them any other records or memos or documents? 

A. Through the years I might have, yeah, gave them some 

documents through some of the meetings. Q. What were they? 

A. One is of the co-op, I remember.  And one -- I can't -- 
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that's about all I can remember.  Like I said, I've met with 

them several times. 

Q. Did you give them any note, other than -- any 

 4 contemporaneous note, other than what you claim in Government's  5 

Exhibit 8D, that shows that James Finch had used the N-word at a  6 

Sheffield Park meeting? 

 7 A. They never did ask for those notes.  I had them with me  8 

when I was meeting with them. 

9 Q. Okay. 

10 A. Because that's what I went off of. 

11 Q. And these are the same notes that aren't dated? 

12 A. That's correct.  I didn't date it. 

13 Q. Handwritten? 

14 A. Handwritten, yes, sir. 

15 Q. As you get toward the end, the writing gets bigger and 16 

bigger as though somebody is writing faster and faster? 
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17 A. I was getting tired, yes, sir. 

18 Q. And it's not because after I cross-examined you, you went 

19 back and recreated some notes?  That would be -20 A. No, sir.  

No. 

21 Q. No, that never happened? A. It 

didn't happen by me. 

Q. Okay. 

Well, did it happen by anybody else? 

A. I don't know.  Those notes was not recreated.  Those notes 

is what I went to the FBI with. 

Q. By the way, the Sheffield Park, the way I read this -- tell me 

if I'm wrong, but you are talking to him about financing on  4 the -- 

that he needed Barnes's vote for financing on the 17th  5 Street ditch? 

6 A. Yes, sir. 

7 Q. Who was the city manager before you? 

8 A. Joel Schubert. 
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9 Q. So Joel Schubert would be the one who knew -- and who would 

10 have been present if the 17th Street -- if somebody said the 11 

17th Street ditch was approved, the financing, before you even 

12 came on board? 

13 A. No.  The 17th Street ditch come on over into my leadership 14 

as well. 

15 Q. Okay.  But the original contracts were -16 A. 

I think the original contracts were -17 Q. If I can 

please get out my question. 

18 A. Yes, sir.  Yes. 

19 Q. The original contracts were all done before you came in? 20 

A. I think so, yes, sir. 

21 Q. The financing and the voting at the commission, all done before 

you came in? 

A. There was -- there was some things we had to vote on due to 

the fact a portion that was not going to be covered by DEP. 
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Q. The 2.5 percent -- 2.55 percent financing, all agreed on 

before you came in? 

A. Not on all the project, no, sir. 

Q. The term of the note, all agreed in paper and presented to 

4 the commission before you ever came in; correct? 

5 A. I can't -- I don't think so, sir. 

6 Q. Well, the documents, the records and the contracts, would  7 

be the best evidence for that; right? 

8 A. Yes, sir. 

9 Q. That'd show us the date; correct? 

10 A. It should show the date, yes, sir. 

11 Q. And that will show the votes; correct? 

12 A. I don't know if it will show the votes, the contract 13 

wouldn't. 

14 Q. Well, certainly the minutes from the commission meeting 15 

would show? 
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16 A. Possibly. 

17 Q. And that would even show if Mr. Barnes was present or not 18 

present; correct? 

19 A. It should. 

20 Q. And that would be our best evidence; right? 

21 A. It's your case.  I don't know. 

Q. After the December hearing of '22, were you upset that I had 

cross-examined you about the -- using the N-word? 

A. No. 

Q. You weren't? 

A. No.  I apologized for it, if you remember correctly.  I said 

those -- it's not what I should have done, and I apologized 

sincerely for it. 

4 Q. So you are telling the jury that didn't upset you or throw 

5 you? 
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6 A. Well, who wants to hear themselves using a racial slur?  7 Q. 

You are telling the jury it didn't upset you that I brought  8 

that all up? 

9 A. Well, a lot of things you bring up upsets me. 

10 Q. I understand.  But you wrote in your blog, sir, that was 11 

one of the worst days of your life.   

12 Do you remember saying that in your blog? 

13 A. Going through this whole process, yeah.  It wasn't 

good. 

14 Q. Yeah. 

15 A. It wasn't good. 

16 Q. Your sentence has been continued 12 times; correct? 

17 A. Yes, just the twelfth.  Yes, sir. 

18 Q. You haven't spent one day in jail since being arrested? 

19 A. I -- temporarily when they first arrested me, I did. 

20 Q. You spent a day or two? 
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21 A. A day. 

Q. A day, one day.  But apart from that, not spent one hour in 

jail? 

A. Well, living with it every day is a different story. 

Q. That's not my question, sir. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Not my question. 

Spent one day in jail after being arrested.  Other than 

4 that one day; yes or no? 

5 A. I said yes earlier. 

6 Q. You have not spent one day in jail, that's correct? 

7 A. Part of the day. 

8 Q. Tell the jury how much money of the -- that was stolen in  9 

your case has been paid back by you. 
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10 A. None, because I don't know the exact figure yet. 11 Q. The 

agreement -- the agreement that you reached with the 12 government 

requires it, don't it? 

13 A. Requires what? 

14 Q. Restitution. 

15 A. It does require restitution, but we still got to go through 

16 my sentencing.  So we'll see what the final number is, and 17 

whatever I'm responsible for, I know I got to pay back. 18 Q. 

How about forfeiture?  Your agreement requires forfeiture 19 as 

well; correct? 

20 A. Yes, sir. 

21 Q. And how much have you forfeited to the United States? A. I 

haven't forfeited anything. 

Q. Have you set anything back aside for it? 

A. Set anything aside? 

Q. Money or property? 
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A. I don't have -- I don't have any property in my name.  I 

don't -- I've spent my money.  It's been going on for almost 

four years, so what money I had saved, we've been living off of 

4 it. 

5 Q. So the answer to my question is, No, Mr. Lewis, I've not 

6 set aside anything in these four years while I've been working 

7 to satisfy what's required under the agreement, which is  8 

forfeiture and restitution? 

 9 A. Once I figure out how much it is, correctly, I will -- I 10 

will be setting aside.  I will be working towards that.  My wife 11 

and I has already discussed that. 

12 Q. So the answer to my question, again, is, No, I've not set 13 

aside anything?  Is that what you are telling the jury? 14 A. Once 

I figure out how much it is, I will definitely start 15 working 

towards that. 

16 Q. Well, you know what the indictment says. 
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17 A. You know I still got to be sentenced. 

18 Q. I do. 

19 A. Okay.  You know there's a process for that; right? 

20 Q. I do. 

21 And let's talk about that -A. Okay. 

Q. -- Mr. White. 

The process is that you're facing on each count, each count -- 

four counts, 20 years maximum on each count.  You know that to 

be true; correct? A. Correct. 

Q. Along with a $250,000 fine; correct? 

4 A. Yes. 

5 Q. And you know that there's this thing called 5K.  You know  6 

what that is; correct? 

7 A. I've been told about it, yes, sir. 

8 Q. And that is important to you, is it not? 

9 A. Absolutely, yes, sir. 



    161

Cross-Examination - Mr. White  

 1 

 2 

 3 

 

22 

23 

24 

25 

10 Q. The 5K1, let's talk about that.  And it's contained in your 

11 agreement.  I believe it's now been introduced into evidence 

and 12 the jury will have it. 

13 The 5K, it's a provision that you can get credit for your 14 

cooperation; correct? 

15 A. Yes, sir. 

16 Q. And there's only one person in this courtroom that can file 

17 that 5K motion; correct? 

18 A. Yes, sir. 

19 Q. And that's the United States Government prosecutors; right? 

20 A. Yes, sir. 

21 Q. They are the -- they have the sole discretion; correct? A. 

Yes, sir. 

Q. So they -- your sentence has been put off and you've not 

been sentenced; correct? 

A. I have not been sentenced. 



    162

Cross-Examination - Mr. White  

 1 

 2 

 3 

 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. Until after you testified today; correct? 

A. Yes, sir.  May 8th. 

Q. And you've been told, and you know going into this, that 

 4 they are going to evaluate what you say today; correct?  5 A. 

I imagine they're evaluating all what I say today, but  6 

through the last four years, yes, sir. 

7 Q. Well, have you testified in any grand jury? 

8 A. No, sir. 

9 Q. No.   

10 Have you testified in any other trial? 

11 A. There have been evidentiary -12 Q. The answer is no? 

13 A. -- the evidentiary trial. 

14 MR. LEWIS:  I'm sorry.  Forgive me, Megan.  Beg your 15 pardon.  

Forgive me, please. 

16 BY MR. LEWIS: 

17 Q. You have not testified at any other trial, have you? 
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18 A. Just the one in December. 

19 Q. That was a hearing. 

20 A. The hearing. 

21 Q. And that was in this case; right? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. But any other trial have you testified -- it's true you 

have not testified in any other case? A. Other than 

December, yes, sir. 

Q. And this where you are here for today? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And today is the trial -- 

4 A. Yes, sir. 

5 Q. -- against Mr. Finch? 

6 A. Yes, sir. 

7 Q. And you've not been called to testify against anybody else  8 

under any other circumstances? 

9 A. No one else has went to trial.  Everybody else has pled. 
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10 Q. Okay.  They've pled guilty? 

11 A. Yes, sir. 

12 Q. All right.  And, by the way, several of those people just 13 

mentioned are also cooperating; right? 

14 A. You'll have to ask them. 

15 Q. Okay.  You don't know? 

16 A. I don't want to assume. 

17 Q. Okay. 

18 MR. LEWIS:  Judge, I think I'm close.  Can I have a 19 moment? 

20 THE COURT:  Certainly. 

21 Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, you can stand and 

stretch and talk, so long as it's not about this case. 

And, Mr. Lewis, you take the time you need. 

(Pause in proceedings.) 

THE COURT:  Are you ready, Mr. Lewis? 
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If everybody will please take their seats. 

MR. LEWIS:  Thank you, Judge. 

Thank you, sir. 

4 THE WITNESS:  Thank you. 

5 THE COURT:  One moment, please. 

6 (Pause in proceedings.) 

7 MR. LEWIS:  Judge, we would move in 121. 

8 THE COURT:  Government wish to go sidebar? 

9 MR. GROGAN:  We object, Your Honor, relevance and 403, 

10 but we can take it up at sidebar. 

11 THE COURT:  We'll address it.  I'll conditionally 12 admit it 

and we'll address it, if you'll remind me on the next 13 break. 

14 MR. GROGAN:  Yes, Your Honor. 

15 THE COURT:  Counsel, you may proceed at your leisure. 

16 MR. GROGAN:  Thank you, Your Honor.   
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17 REDIRECT EXAMINATION  

18 BY MR. GROGAN:   

19 Q. Hello again, Mr. White. 

20 A. Hello, sir. 

21 Q. So I wanted to go through a few things with you here. 

You were asked about your domestic violence arrest? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How did your case resolve? 

A. I resolved that my wife and I had to separate for a while, 

and I -- I got charged, got four years' probation.  I served 

three.  And for good behavior and doing what I was supposed to, 

I got off. 

4 Q. Did you get a reduced charge? 

5 A. Yes. 

6 Q. A misdemeanor? 

7 A. A misdemeanor, yes, sir. 
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8 Q. You were asked about some text messages about tickets? 

9 A. Yes, sir. 

10 Q. Can you tell the jury what happened? 

11 A. Yeah, what I was trying to mention is the gentleman the 12 

text was about has a CDL license.  For those who know, a CDL 

13 license is very valuable, and it's bad when they get a 

ticket. 

14 Also, this individual was the person that was cutting the 

15 trees for the City for free.  So he was out there felling, 

I 

16 don't know, 30, 40 trees for free.  And I did not tell 

them to 

17 fix the ticket.  I asked them if they could look into it 

because 18 we really need to help him out because he's 

helping the City out 19 so much. 

20 Q. You mean asking the police chief to do that? 
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21 A. I asked the police chief.  Police chief said, I'm going to 

leave it up to the actual officer.  And I said, I'm good with 

that. 

Q. You were asked about a text message about setting someone 

up.  Do you remember that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Can you tell the jury what happened? 

A. A friend of mine, he was actually a worker of mine, he had 

4 an extramarital affair.  And he was getting -- he was trying to 

5 break it off with the girl, and she just kept on cyberstalking 

6 him, texting him.  She went up to his house in another county,  

7 you know, texting him that she knows what's on the inside of 

the  8 house and everything. 

 9 MR. LEWIS:  Judge, I'd object unless there is a 10 

predicate laid for his knowledge. 

11 MR. GROGAN:  I can rephrase, Your Honor. 
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12 THE COURT:  I'm going to sustain, in part. 

13 He can explain that his -- he's already explained the 

14 context, and so then he can explain why he was doing 

what he 

15 did. 

16 MR. GROGAN:  Your Honor. 

17 BY MR. GROGAN:   

18 Q. What did you understand of the situation, and how 

did it 19 motivate what you did? 

20 A. The situation was he was at his wits' end and he didn't 

21 know what to do, so he came to me.  The young lady lived in the 

City of Lynn Haven.  I sat down with him and a detective, and 

the detective took everything.  He said he was going to go talk 

to the lady.  And my understanding was he went and talked to 

her, told her, you know, it's against the law what she's going, 

cyberstalking and everything.  He video recorded everything and 

told her to stop. 
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MR. LEWIS:  Objection, Your Honor. 

4 THE COURT:  Sustained. 

5 MR. LEWIS:  Move to strike. 

6 THE COURT:  I'm not going to strike.  But we don't  7 

need to give a narrative, detailed description.  It's 

all based  8 on what somebody else told him. 

9 BY MR. GROGAN:   

10 Q. You don't have personal knowledge of those things, 

do you, 

11 sir? 

12 A. That's just what I was told. 

13 Q. Okay. 

14 MR. GROGAN:  Apologize, Your Honor.  I didn't mean  

15 to -- 

16 THE COURT:  No worries. 

17 BY MR. GROGAN:   



   171

Redirect Examination - Mr. White 

 1 

 2 

 3 

 

22 

23 

24 

25 

18 Q. Okay.  Were you trying to frame someone? 

19 A. Absolutely not.  I was just trying to get her to 

stop and 20 help him.  That was it. 

21 Q. Mr. White, you were asked about your bipolar disorder.   

Can you tell the jury, what symptoms of bipolar disorder 

did you suffer from? 

A. Anger.  When I get mad, it was bad.  I'd cuss a lot.  I 

would get real heated and, you know, didn't like myself a lot. 

I was real down on myself, as mentioned earlier, my blog.  You 

know, I didn't like myself.  And I'm glad that I got help for 

it. 

4 Q. You were asked about your blog and the devil coming to you? 

5 A. Yeah. 

6 Q. What do you mean by that? 

7 A. I was at my parents', and I was going through this 

8 transformation with my religion -- with God.  God was working 
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9 through me.  And I'd always been told that the devil still wants 

10 to hold onto you.  And this was one of his last hoorahs, just 11 

trying to hold me down, suffocate me in my sleep.  And he done 

12 it again at my house when my wife -- and luckily she woke me 

up.   

13 But it was real as I'm looking at you today that I saw the 14 

devil. 

15 Q. You were asked about the charges in the indictment, some of 16 

which you pleaded guilty to. 

17 What do you understand about the other -- your role in that 18 

scheme you pleaded guilty to? 

19 A. Could you -- 

20 Q. What did you plead guilty to out of the larger indictment? 

21 A. I pled guilty to selling my home, and -- to Mickey White, 

and also the conspiracy with the WiFi, which would be text 
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messages; honest services fraud where he cleaned up my farm and 

also signing the POs that he pushed through. 

Q. Did you plead guilty to sealing $5 million? 

A. No, sir.  No, sir. 

Q. Now, you were asked about meeting with the FBI and the 

prosecutors.  Sometimes did you meet just with the FBI? 

4 A. Yes, sir. 

5 Q. How many times did you meet with Agent Borghini, for  6 

example? 

7 A. I'd say probably more than three-quarters of the time it 

8 was just Mr. Borghini and myself, or another FBI agent with us. 

9 Q. And you've talked on the phone to myself and 10 Agent 

Crecelius a couple times, haven't you? 

11 A. I have. 

12 Q. When was the first time we met in person? 

13 A. Met in person Wednesday. 
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14 Q. You were asked about your relationship with the mayor? 

15 A. Yes. 

16 Q. Can you -- what was it like working for Mayor Anderson? 

17 A. As I said, she's tough.  I mean, she was fair to people, I 

18 will give her that.  She wanted us to do a lot of things I 

19 thought weren't necessary, but she could also be very 20 

narcissistic towards people as well. 

21 Q. Did Mayor Anderson ever ask you to steer business to 

Mr. Finch? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Can you tell the jury about that? 

A. Yeah.  I was working on getting a land filled that was an 

old landfill that we had the Hurricane Opal -- it had a lot of 

property -- had a lot of debris on it.  And I was getting the 

engineer firm to get the paperwork done where we could put the 

4 chips and everything on there.  And -- 
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5 Q. When you say chips, what is -- what do you mean? 

6 MR. LEWIS:  Object based on the motion in limine. 

7 THE COURT:  Let me see everybody sidebar. 

8 (Following conference held at sidebar at 11:05 AM.) 

9 MR. LEWIS:  Objection to the portions revolving -- 

10 involving the chips and the distribution.  I mean, I'm 

now going 11 to have to ask for recross if there is 

details about this. 12 THE COURT:  Well, he says it's 

subject to the motion 13 in limine.   

14 What says the government? 

15 MR. GROGAN:  I don't think that's governed by the 16 

motion in limine, Judge. 

17 MR. LEWIS:  Certainly the motion to sever and the 18 

dismissal that occurred as a result. 

19 MR. GROGAN:  It's not the motion in limine, 20 Your 

Honor. 
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21 THE COURT:  All right.  I don't believe I addressed 

this in the motion in limine as well, unless you've got the 

order that would -- 

MR. LEWIS:  I'm confusing the severance and the 

dismissals with the motion in limine. 

THE COURT:  So he says it's severed, but your point 

is, Judge, just because it was severed for purposes of Anderson 

and him doesn't mean it's not fair game to ask for some other 

4 reason at this juncture; correct? 

5 MR. GROGAN:  That's right, Your Honor. 

6 THE COURT:  And any further objection? 

7 MR. LEWIS:  Just that it's irrelevant and 

8 nonresponsive to the cross and -- 

9 THE COURT:  What's the relevance to Anderson asking 10 

him to steer this business, unless we know what Finch 

did or did 11 not do? 
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12 MR. GROGAN:  Well, what Mr. Finch did was have the 

13 mayor and everyone over to his house and complain 

about not 

14 getting city business.  In response, Mr. White 

directed all the 

15 chips to -- 

16 THE COURT:  Was he at that meeting? 

17 MR. GROGAN:  Yes. 

18 THE COURT:  Well, there's a different between what 

19 Mr. Finch did versus what Anderson did.  Because if 

you ask what 

20 somebody else did, you are implying there's a 

conversation that 21 you are not going to be able to 

establish between Finch and Anderson, that we don't 

know did or did not occur.  So why not just ask him 

directly, Wasn't there a time when there was a 

problem that you met? 

So what Mr. Finch did or did not complain about with 
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the City, its seems to me that's relevant, unless Mr. Lewis can 

explain to me why he can't ask him about what Finch complained 

about. 

4 MR. LEWIS:  No.  But I do think the motion in limine 

5 addressed the -- him being out of the district for 

medical  6 reasons.  I believe he got into that.   

7 Again, I need to reread the motion, but I'm just 

8 saying that this opens up an area that -- 

9 THE COURT:  Well, if you believe you need to recross, 

10 you can. 

11 MR. GROGAN:  We don't need to go into any more detail, 12 Your 

Honor. 

13 THE COURT:  Okay.  Very good. 

14 (Sidebar concluded at 11:07 AM.) 

15 THE COURT:  Let me tell the lawyers one other thing 

16 sidebar. 
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17 (Following conference held at sidebar at 11:08 AM.) 

18 THE COURT:  I want to make plain what I was saying. 

19 Just because something is not precisely within the 

scope of a 20 motion in limine doesn't mean it comes 

in or doesn't come in. 

21 Also, just because something was a motion in limine doesn't mean 

it's not subject to being revisited. 

It seems to me that there were questions on 

cross-examination that Mr. Finch had never promised or asked 

him to do anything.  So I know you said you are going to move 

on, but I want to make plain why I led to the conclusion that I 

was going to allow those conversations, that to the extent 

there is conversations where Mr. Finch is trying to get 

something or put  4 pressure or intimidate by virtue of the 

fact I've got the mayor  5 there and others, that would be 

responsive. 
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 6 Even if it had been the subject of a motion in limine,  7 it was 

on that limited basis why I was saying that conversation. 

8 Not suggesting government should or should not pursue it, but I 

9 was trying to explain my rationale.  I understood the scope of 

10 the prior motion in limine, but it was on that limited basis 

why 

11 I was saying no, implying what Anderson did or did not do.  But 

12 if Mr. Finch made a statement, it was on that limited basis I 

13 was allowing the statements he may have made in.  Okay? 

14 MR. LEWIS:  And, Judge, what I'll be asking for, if 

15 they go there, maybe -- 

16 MR. GROGAN:  I think we are going to move on, 17 Your 

Honor. 

18 COURT REPORTER:  You need to get closer. 

19 THE COURT:  I was trying to explain my ruling because 

20 it wouldn't have been clear otherwise. 
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21 MR. LEWIS:  Thank you. 

(Sidebar concluded at 11:09 AM.) 

BY MR. GROGAN:   

Q. Now, Mr. White, you were asked about your meetings with the 

FBI and reports that you had reviewed prior to your testimony.   

Do you recall that? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Okay.  Now, do you recall reviewing the report of the 

4 interview you gave on December 11, 2019? 

5 A. I'd have to read it.  Is there a certain part you want me 

6 to -- 

7 Q. Specifically here.   

8 A. Yeah.  Yes, sir.  That's comes from where I first met with  9 

Mr. Borghini. 

10 Q. So, Mr. White, did you tell -- when you met with Agent 
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11 Borghini in December 2019, did you tell them that Mr. Finch 

told 12 you:  Antonius Barnes would dance for me if I wanted 

him to.  He 

13 probably wants more money? 

14 A. I did say that, but I told him more than that. 

15 Q. Do you remember how long -- do you remember how long we met 

16 on March 6th, last Wednesday? 

17 A. It seemed like just a couple of hours. 

18 Q. And do you recall -- what did you tell -- what was 19 

additional to what you told Agent Borghini that didn't appear 

in 20 his report? 

21 A. I just told y'all I still have my notes from meeting with 

Borghini.  And y'all said, If you've got them, you know, we'd 

like to have them. 

Q. Were you told what your job was as a witness in this trial? 

A. To be truthful. 
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Q. Have you been truthful here today? 

A. Absolutely. 

Q. And were you truthful with the FBI? 

4 A. Yes, sir. 

5 MR. GROGAN:  Nothing further, Your Honor. 

6 THE COURT:  You may step down. 

7 (Mr. White exited the courtroom.) 
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