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 Lhte of entry 11/17/420  

JAMES DAVID FINCH, date of birth (DOB) 1950, was interviewed at his office at Phoenix 
Construction, 1805 Tennessee Avenue, Lynn Haven, 

Florida 33444. After being advised of the identity of the interviewing Agents and the nature of the 
interview, Finch provided the following information : 

Finch stated that on October 6, 2018, he suffered a stroke and was taken to a hospital in Tallahassee, 
Florida. He was in the Tallahassee hospital for approximately two weeks before being transported to a rehab 
facility in Jacksonville, Florida. Finch stayed at the rehab facility for another two weeks before coming back to 
his residence in Lynn Haven, Florida. Finch claims that he remained at his residence for approximately eight 
weeks before getting out. During the time that Finch was away, Ron Golinowsky and Ted Schoppe ran Phoenix 
Construction. 

Finch started working in the construction industry as a laborer for Gulf Power. Finch went to school in 

Mobile, Alabama to be a crane operator. He also worked on building the tunnel that runs through Mobile, 

Alabama. After that proj ect, Finch went to work on the construction of a nuclear power plant in Alabama. All 

of Finch's work and experience has been in government contracts. After hurricane Opal and hurricane Andrew, 

Finch preformed hurricane cleanup in those affected areas . 

Finch advised that the Department of Transportation was hauling debris chips to Troy Syfrett' s pit to be 
disposed of. Finch understood the cost for disposing of the mulch/chipped debris material was bid out and then 
set by the contractors doing the debris removal. Finch stated that the price was $4 . 70 a cubic yard. Finch heard 
that after the price had been set that some contractors came in and tried to bid lower . 

Finch stated that Lynn Haven's city manager Michael White was told to bid 
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out the  of stumps. Finch offered to help Lynn Haven. Lynn Haven had 
fired one of its' debris removal contractors and hired Mickey White. Finch 
believes that approximately 25% of the chips disposed of in JDF Properties' 
pit were from Crowder Gulf and were from Ashbritt. 

Phoenix Construction was awarded the contract to fix Porter Park after 
the hurricane. Finch noticed there was a bathroom being built at Sheffield 
Park. He asked Margo Anderson who was building it. After checking into it, 
Anderson came back and told Finch that there was no contract in place for 
the work being done at' Sheffield Park, but the city had spent $180, 000 on 
the proj ect so far. Anderson then told Finch that the company doing the 
work at Sheffield Park had been paid $4.9 million dollars and another $750, 
000 since the hurricane. Finch told Anderson that she needed to get with the 
city's accountants and see what was going on. If it was not right, Anderson 
needed to report it to Bay County Sheriff Tommy Ford. 

According to Finch, the issue was addressed at a Lynn Haven city 
commission meeting. The commission wanted a forensic audit completed and 
review of its internal controls. Finch advised that city manager Michael 
White had been the one that had signed all the checks. While this was going 
on, Finch stated that "Mickey White and that bunch" kept saying that Margo 
Anderson needed to be quiet because she had been part on what was going on 
and what had happened. 

Greg Wilson came to Finch's house when he was running for the State 
Attorney. Wilson told Finch that Glenn Hess had lied to him about running 
for another term. Finch told Wilson that he needed to wait especially since 
he was only making a little bit less money than he would be if Wilson was 
the State Attorney . 

Phoenix Construction has the Lynn Haven contract regarding the cent 
sales tax.. The city and county wanted to fix their roads and utilities 
. Finch stated he was responsible for getting the Bay County Contractors 
Association (BCCA) to promote and get the cent sales tax referendum 

pas sed. 

Phoenix Construction 
bid Proposal (RFP) . The 

RFP was teamed up with Derwin White .the Lynn 
Haven cent sales tax Request for for a design 
build project. Phoenix Construction (GAC) and 
George Roberts (Roberts and Roberts, 
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Inc. ) on the RFP submitted and later awarded to Phoenix by the City of 
Lynn Haven, Derwin White rents equipment from Finch and Finch' s shop fixes 
some of White' s equipment. Once a week, Phoenix meets with Lynn Häven to 
discuss the progress of the ongoing proj ects and discuss the upcoming _ 
projects. Lynn Haven' s city manager and Bobby Baker would attend the 
meetings and tell  Phoenix Construction what to do. 

The 17th Street Ditch proj ect is a 14' wide by 12' deep ditch that has 
been open for 50 years. The city has been bidding the piping and covering 
of the ditch out in .300' sections a year. The engineering on the project 
estimated the total costs to completely pipe the ditch and fill it in to be 
$7 .5 million dollars. Finch advised the city that he could do the whole 
proj ect at one time and for an amount cheaper than what the engineers said. 
it would cost. Finch also offered to finance the project for the city • with 
monthly payments over 30 years . 

Margo Anderson's husband, Lee Anderson use to work on Finch's race 
car team. Finch was the best man at their wedding. Finch claims that the 
Anderson's have traveled with him for the last 25 to 30 years. They have 
traveled with him to Key West, Florida and the casino in Biloxi, 
Mississippi. On the trips to Key West, they stayed on his boat or in 
hotels when the couples did not stay on the boat. When they traveled to 
Biloxi, sometimes Finch would be comped a two bedroom suite. If that 
happened, the Andersons would stay in the extra bedroom. Finch claims that 
the Anderson paid for their own expenses, to inclüde gambling expenses, 
when they traveled with him. Finch is not sure if Margo Anderson ever 
filed any gift disclosure forms with the State of Florida regarding the 
travel. Finch wanted to know why the FBI/ Federal Government would be 
interested in state ethics violations if Margo Anderson had not filed the 
appropriate paperwork. 

Finch was asked if he had ever given Margo Anderson any money. Finch 
reply he had not. Finch was shown check number 3151 dated December 14, 2015, 
in the amount of $6,250 .00 made payable to Margo Anderson drawn on Finch' 
s Trustmark bank account ending in 5608. Finch confirmed he had signed the 
check but does not recall writing the check or giving the check to Margo 
Anderson. Finch could not recall why he wrote the check or what it would 
have been for . 

Finch stated that he has sold the Andersons a motorcycle and motorhomes 
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in the past. Finch stated that he sold the Andersons a motorhome for 
$70, 000 $75, 000 that he had purchased from Chris Forehand for $75, 000. 
When asked about how the motorhome had been paid for by the Andersons, he 
stated cash from things they had sold such as a motorcycle and the 
proceeds from their other motorhome. Finch türned around and opened the 
top drawer of Che credenza behind his desk. Finch pulled out a bill of 
sale and copy of a check made payable to Finch in the amount of $20, 000. 
The Navy Federal Credit Union (NFCU) check number 2200 was dated December 
30, 2019, and drawn on the NFCU account of V. L. Anderson, Jr. and Margo 
D. Anderson. The memo section of the check stated it was for motor home 
payment and had been signed by Lee Anderson. The bill of sale was dated 
July 6th , 2018, and for a 2006 ITAS vehicle bearing vehicle identification 
number 4UZACKD26CW30357. The amount of consideration was $70, 000 of which 
half was paid down and half was due to Finch with  percent interest. 
SA Borghini requested a c;opy of the bill of sale that Finch had produced. 
Finch stated that SA Borghini could keep the copy that Finch had handed SA 
Borghini. 

Finch was asked about the paperwork that had been filed at the Tax 
Collectors office regarding the registering of the motorhome with the 
Florida Department of Motor Vehicles. Finch was advised that the original 
title had James Finch listed as the purchaser but then scratched out and 
Virgil Anderson' s name filled in. The purchase price was shown as $35, 
000 and that an affidavit had been filed stating that Finch's name was put 
on the title in error and had never owned or taken possession of the 
motorhome . Finch stated that Lee Anderson went down to Christopher 
Forehand' s and completed the title paperwork. Finch never put the 
motorhome in his name. 

Finch claims to have purchased the motorhome to flip. Finch stated that he 
buys motorhomes and then sells them. He currently had one at his shop that 
he was fixing up (skinning the outside of it) . Finch had told Lee 
Anderson that he was going to have to pay the taxes on the motorhome. 
Forehand and Lee Anderson were the ones that had listed the sales price as 
$35, 000. Finch stated that he had sold the motorhome to the Andersons for 
$70, 000 and they had paid him with a check and the difference in cash. 
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Finch was asked about providing the construction manager on the 
Northwest Florida Beaches International Airport proj ect with a vehicle. 
Finch stated that the airport runway was 2 miles long and traveling from 
one end of the runway to the other end was difficult because of the land 
the runway was 
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being built on. According to Finch, the -construction manager did not have 
the appropriate vehicle to make the trip and Finch did not want to wait 
around all day for the construction manager to get to where he needed to 
be. 
Fihch gave the construction manager a Phoenix Construction pickup truck to 

use for the purpose of getting around the proj ect. Finch claims that the 

airport manager and members of the Airport Authority Board knew what Finch 

had done. Vice Chairman Bill Cramer had an issue with it and accused Finch 

and the construction manager of wrongdoing. The construction manager was 

eventually replaced. After Bill Cramer was off the Airport Authority 

Board, 

Finch wrote Cramer a letter that he proudly provided a copy of to SA 
Borghini to keep . 

Finch was asked about the hiring of Lynn Haven' s city manager, Michael 
White. Finch claims that he never vetted Michael White before he was hired 
as the city manager. Finch stated he never had a say in Michael White 
being hired as Lynn Haven' s city manager. Finch advised he was not keen 
on the hiring Michael White as the city manager . 

Finch was then asked if he had ever given former Lynn Haven City 
Commissioner Antonius Barnes any money/ cash. Finch was advised that it 
has been alleged that Finch once said that "Antonius Barnes would dance if 
I (Finch) told him. to. He was just probably wanting some more money". 
Finch responded that he was smarter than to say something like that. Finch 
stated that he has known Antonius Barnes for a• long time and has loaned 
him money in the past. 

Finch advised that he has never made any payoffs to any politicians, 
inspectors or government employees in the past. Finch deals in government 
contracts and the reason he gets many of the contracts is because -of 
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the size of the projects and his ability to bond them. Finch has known 
Derwin White for approximately 20 years. During that time, Derwin White 
has done work for Finch and Phoeni* Construction. 

At the conclusion of the interview, Finch was served with a Grand Jury 
Subpoena for various business records of Phoenix Construction Services . 


