
Why are we flying the American Flag?  That is not the question 
that has been asked for the last 24 hours.  Some have been so 
kind as to ask why we are flying the American Flag in its distress 
condition.  Some simply make assumptions and drive up 
swearing and shaking their fist at our flag demanding that it be 
righted.   I met with one gentleman who said he was here to 
remove our flag.  As he proceed across the parking lot I told him 
he would not be able to do that.  He assumed that I meant 
somehow I would be attempting to physically detour him 
personally.  What I meant was that the flag is on an internal 
halyard and locked.  Without the proper key and halyard tool he 
would not be able to take it down.  I reminded him that he was 
on private property and he said to call the police ( you will see 
how ironic that statement becomes ).  I asked him his name and 
he replied Robert W…  I could not comprehend his last name 
because he was walking away from me determined to get to the 
pole and accomplish his will of removing the flag.  I stood back 
and watched his reaction when he realized that he would not be 
able to reach his heroism of the day.  Robert was calm, unlike 
others who have driven by honking and cursing and some who 
have bravely shouted at us from the comfort of their stay at home 
facebook couch.  Because Robert seemed like a reasonable 
person with a passion for this country I asked if he would like to 
know why we had the flag upside down.  He said yes, and 
accepted my invitation into my office.  He nervously stuck out his 
had to shake mine.  I hesitated because I take distancing 
seriously.  After a brief uncomfortable moment I shook his hand 
firmly and told him that this was the first time in 6+ weeks that I 
have shaken anyones’s hand but due to the situation I wanted 
him to know that I appreciate his conviction.  He admitted it was 
the first time for him as well.  We came in I and cleared the chairs 
and I thanked Robert for his service to our country.  We 
discussed why he joined and what freedom is represented in our 
mutually loved American flag.  Robert was polite enough to allow 
me to offer some context to the events recently unfolded.  He 
shared with me that he has removed other flags that were 



tattered in the past and handed them to the owners.  I 
commended him, as I too am a member of the local flag police.  I 
have never removed one, though I tried once for a flag that was 
nearly gone.  My practice is to call the business owner and let 
them know that it is torn and politely remind them in case they 
have not notice.  McDonalds, the jewelry store, are occasional 
offenders but SWUC is the most egregious continual offender.  
After hearing all of what I will tell you here Robert left as a new 
friend.  While we may not agree on every detail about the world’s 
problems he left saying how he now understood why we did 
what we did and offer the words, “I have complete respect for 
why you did this and I understand the distress”.  I commended 
him for being open minded and willing to listen.  When he left my 
office I told him he is welcome at my door anytime.  This is how 
true Americans discuss their perceived differences not with 
pounding fists and minds that are already made up not to be 
confused with the facts.

For those interested in knowing why we fly the American Flag 
continue reading.  If you are just an angry emoji, go ahead on to 
your next social media post with the spoiler alert that the flag is 
now upright.  Circa 1997 Walton County Commissioners decided 
that it would be inappropriate to have ANY flags flying in the 
beautiful skyline of Gulf Power utility lines and poles that follow 
all our Scenic Corridor of South Walton.  They imposed a 
voluminous set of restrictions (written by Sandestin ‘concerned’ 
citizens) onto the rest of the property owners along Hwy 98 with 
a set of rules for anything that could be seen with 400’ north or 
south of the highway.  NO FLAGS, PERIOD.  That was the 
decree.  Code enforcement came by to write us up for flying a 
30’ high campground flag.  We removed the flag and we then told 
to remove the pole also.  We asked about flying the American 
flag and were told this would be a violation as well.  Now this is 
the point that many would say we should be good sheep and roll 
over.  We did not.  If that is sinful we will pay the price.  We 
installed a 70’ flag and raised a 25’ x 15’ American flag.  We 
began alternating it with the same size custom made Florida flag.  



The reason we fly the American flag is not to be disrespectful.  It 
is not to thumb our nose at the authorities.  It is to remind the 
authorities that they can not continually erode our rights down to 
nothing without speaking out against them.  This is not China or 
Russia, though in many ways Walton County resembles the 
reichs.  So, you want to know why we are flying the flag upside 
down.  The answer is to follow soon because you first must 
understand why we fly it in the first place.  For honor of Freedom.  
For the Bill of Rights granted to us by God and not our 
government.  For those who have served and those who have 
died for us.  Because sometimes our governments needs a 
reminder that we get these rights from God and not from them.  
Because it is a decision we made in 1997 to stand for an 
intrusion.  For those of you who drive by our flag every day 
please understand that is why we fly it.  For you.  For your 
children.  Because we can.  That right was being taken away.  
Seldom does someone thank us for the reminder.  Many do not 
know that no other American flags flew in South Walton until this 
one defied the oppression and just did it.  After ours went up 
dozens of others did as well.  I commend the others who take 
time and expense ($400/week for us) to put your flags up and 
down and take care of them.  People often pull off the road here 
looking for directions or to use their phones to find something on 
the map.  I usually ask anyone pulled over here (broken down or 
not) if they need help.  One day a woman was parked here just 
staring at the flag.  When I asked if she needed directions she 
replied to me, “No, I am a local, nothing is wrong.  I watch this 
flag every day.  Today I just wanted that to last longer.  It is the 
most beautiful thing watching it wave in the breeze with the blue 
sky in the background.  It is magical.”  She and I enjoyed a 
surreal moment of patriotism.  A lasting memory for me and a 
stranger who was blessed by it being here.  To those like the 
unknown stranger, thank you for your love of country, rights and 
memories of those who have died for us to enjoy them.

If you are a regular you will notice that this flag has never flown 
tattered.  It is changed as soon as fray is noticeable.  It is lowered 



in respect to half mast when that is due.  It is lit at night.  It is 
removed before storms to protect it and it is properly lowered 
and maintained by a local seamstress when it needs reinforcing.  
This particular flag has a history of standing against ridiculous 
rulings from power hungry politicians.  It has a history of 
respectful display for all who pass by here (more than on I-10). 

I, the manager of the park personally hung the flag to the distress 
status with a pre-commitment to return it after 24 hours.  That 
has been completed and I personally returned it to full staff at 
that completion.  I was raised in a USMC family.  Unusually we 
did not move around much.  I was raised in Washing DC.  My 
dad worked for General Brown.  My step dad was an Assistant to 
the Joint Chief of Staff under Ronald Reagan.  I was permanently 
disqualified from serving in the military for medical reasons, 
however I have always been a military dependent and supporter 
of those who have served our country.  At the park we are one of 
the main financial sponsors of the Wounded Warrior Foundation 
and the beach runs that start or finish from our location.  We also 
support our local deputies in multiple ways.

Many are looking for the ‘shortcut’ answer as to why the flag was 
flown upsidedown.  Some ignorantly even accuse us of doing 
something illegal or for political reasons.  The code for the flag 
says, “The flag should never be displayed with the union down, 
except as a signal of dire distress in instances of extreme danger 
to life or property.”  It is not a disrespect, in fact it is quite the 
opposite.  It is a sign of distress.  In this case it is a distress of 
property.  This same county that has continually eroded our 
rights has recently “taken control” of the property.  For those who 
think this is just about guests or $, you have missed the point.  
Guests are already gone, and the $ is already gone.  We are 
beginning the days of staff layoffs for possibly up to 40 people.  
This is about property rights. In particular littoral rights.  

If you have taken the time to read this far, read this: 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia




In United States law, littoral rights are rights concerning 
properties that abut static water like an ocean, bay, delta, sea or 
lake, rather than a flowing river or stream (riparian). Littoral rights 
are usually concerned with the use and enjoyment of the shore.
[1], but also may include rights to use the water similar to riparian 
rights.

An owner whose property abuts tidal waters (i.e. oceanfront) 
owns the land to the mean low water line or 100 rods below 
mean high water, whichever is less. The land between low water 
and high water is reserved for the use of the public by state law 
and is regulated by the state. In certain states, the specific rights 
afforded under the doctrine of littoral rights may be spelled out 
by statute or case law. In Florida, for example, littoral rights 
encompass: "(1) the right to have access to the water; (2) the 
right to reasonably use the water; (3) the right to accretion and 
reliction; and (4) the right to the unobstructed view of the water".
[2] It has been held by the courts of Florida that "littoral rights 
are private property rights that cannot be taken from upland 
owners without just compensation".[2]

In an 1836 speech on the floor of Congress, United States 
Representative Thomas L. Hamer of Ohio characterized "riparian 
and littoral rights" as being among the various rights created by 
the Constitution of the United States.[3]


Walton County Commissioners voted to close public beaches.  
That is fine.  They were sternly warned during the meeting that 
they could not close private beaches.  To my amazement several 
commissioners and the sheriff voiced opinions that they would 
just close everything!  For those who wish for authority greater 
than that which they have only to exercise powers over others 
are by definition tyrants.  Behind closed doors after the closing of 
the public beaches meeting the sheriff met with attorneys and 
decided to place police deputies, code enforcement, and fire 
department employees in front of private beaches and physically 
prevent them from entering the waters.  Though almost everyone 



had left the area they could think of no other deterrent.  The 
sheriff is a one-tool man with only a 5lb. hammer.  As to a 
carpenter everything looks like wood, to him everyone looks like 
a criminal.  In his own words, “If you resist I will make your 
business famous”.  I think he meant infamous but whose to say.  
My daughter, whose truck is familiarly related to parking in front 
of the park was quickly pulled over 2 days in a row as things with 
the sheriff heated up.  Once she was told her bumper was 2” too 
high, then the next day she was pulled over (from in front of her) 
to tell her that her brake lights did not work.  He reminded her 
that this was her second warning.  Within one week the Walton 
County Commissioners held a meeting to close private beaches 
without any public notice.  My attorney called me and said it is 
happening now.  Would it not be that I live next to the court 
house, I would not have made it there.  Four people from the 
public were there!  After three of them spoke (all telling the 
commissioners what their own attorney had told them the week 
before) saying that they believed this would be an illegal taking.  
This did not matter to the tyrants who wanted more power.  
Following the quickest movement I have seen a government ever 
make (remember I grew up in DC and was a political science 
major) they passed a motion to police private citizens on their 
own land!  Let that sink in!  And you are offended that our flag 
was upside down for 24 hours?  Think about that,  The police 
have been coming up to the edge of the campsites here, 150’ 
inside private property, yelling at and threatening employees 
here.  Barney Fifes from all agencies enforcing arbitrary rules that 
are unconstitutional on private property.  One of the latest 
incidents ended with a deputy driving off screaming, “Ya’ll here at 
Camp Gulf are always trouble”.  Not sure his name but he shall 
be always be infamous to me.  I will remember the local woman 
who sat under our flag with a heart filled with love of country and 
on the other end of the property I will remember the words of a 
disgruntled servant of the tyrants.


